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That the Conduciveneſs of Do-4] - : 
ctrines to Holineſs or Vice, is the || 
beſt Rule for private Chriſtians |] _ 
to judge the Truth or Falſhood || 3 
of them by, _ BW 6 . 


1 a a Letter tohis Honoured Friend 1-3 


Sg jy T9Y70 omno oy © anbaac, _ 
Clem. Alexand, 


By Hen Hesketh, Vicar of S. Hellens) [" 
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1H E Introduftion: 


The great need of every Chriſtians taking 
heed of Error., The difficulty in our 
preſent cireutnſtaxces of doing ſo. The 
greatpe ff of that charity that endeavours 
to affiſt men in order theretv., The 
pitthing wpon a rule whereby every man 
may do this, from that place of 8. John, 
! fol 4.6: Wd 

CHAP. IL 

The Colleition drawn from thepreceeding 
Text : That Piety is the beſt. rule of 
Orthodoxy; The ſence in. whith the - 

* propoſition i #0. be underſtood, . Two 
-\Poſtnlata's in order to the proof of it. 

. God Bath provided ſuch a rule for men 
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- Two ways propoſed far-the proof of the: Aſc. 

Tz ſertion, 2: poet and wid ” 

2» Text improved largely to this purpoſe, 
and Mat. 7. 16. of which 4 Jus <AIER 
 Fion's endeavonred, - | 
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A Ty l 
The old Teſtament Wy alſo for the proof 


. of this, . and two. great conſiderations | 
aaded > to. give. .more Evidence to it, P | 
# ' This the rule to try Prophets by of old, - 
|. andthebeſtC riterion of 4 true Divine RB 
[ Miracle. 


"CHAP. V. 


4 further: diſcourſe. cf Miracles,. and their 
: Evideye; aud.:how to. know--which are 
_Divine;'and-mhich\are not.” \An'addi-» 
Non to all "es whe Natere US lee, 


- Stet 
_ OE ITS 4 


_—_ 


| The: Bren. 


» pd wherein the Notion of it 407 CO 


FPTTEY $5 


The Arguments from reaſon for 5 roo 
of the Collettion :. Fonr pro fed ; ep 
Two infited ox in this * ic apter : The 

rſt taken from the end of theſe Twa 


$ irits in the We orld : The ſecond from” 
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eee of ſubſtituting - ap 

_-athayh Fale but this; hs the" man} 

- - aderaptage of cath dbove ay that- can be 


f  [ubfivhved. 


C-H ATP: 


T F Six rules teid down to be obſerved hy, us in 


* Qu Judgi by. this rule, and. three of. 
. them. jnſþ, "fed 0R...:I. That we conſtaer 


, U  Dattrines only, ana not they 267 
that maintain Them . 2 That we conft- 
der Dottrines not only in themſebves, 
and ns, but alſo in their natu- 
iT v T5 A: 3 ral 


n WF 


LET . 
#5 


The: GcttentT) 


- ral and dive conſequences, 2. That 
we be ſincere and unprepudiced 1n- eonfs- 
dering, and do - nov Ms 6 omr ſebves ta 
pervert and wreſt them. 


CHAP. Is, n 


The other three cakes inſiſted 02, I. "That 
doitrines and modes of Religion formed 
by them be not confidered only in fome 
ſmmgle inſtances, but complexty and fully 
in all, eſpecially thoſe in which they aiffer 


| wotion of holinef. -3. That hviaef be 
- configered not only in its immediate ex- 
ercife, but alfo with'all the og. 44- 


Uantages and encouragements tt. LO 
'QH A{P: MN. > 


. Some Luferences made Powehir ColletFion, 
particulayly a Vindication of the C hurch 
- of England, which may juſtly challenge 
: ary Sect at this day to Joy iff z frets 
| 90g this P Priniphe. * 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Dear Sir, 

ﬆ Mongſtthioſe very many Sweet 
and Gufſtful Reliſhes that the 

I Senſe, of your Conn 

leaves upon my Spirits, The fre 

diſcoveries that I every. day make of 


your real worth and Goodnels, is truly 


the greateſt. © 
And certainly i ge oweth much 
to Providence, and his recognitionsto 


it, can hardly equal the Bling, that 
hath the good hap' to contract Intima- 
cies and Friendſhips, of which he finds 


no reaſons afterwards ta repent. and be 
aſhatned, and to which he needs not 
ſtudy to put any Interruptions. And 
this 1s the caſe of every man who harh 
a worthy man, 'and'a good man tothis 

Friend, and it is at preſent mine. © 


"R423 Sir, 


- -— Sir; Idonotintendto- flatter you in 
> - this,-I know that would be the ſureſt 
way to make my- ſef:more unworthy 
of fich a-felicity than-Lam. - Nor do I 
 __ftertd-to take the meaſures of your 
-, wrerth from any things, but ſuch as are 
certain, and wall Afine ſuch deduCti- 
ons. I do not proclaim you worthy 
And Good . becauſe: you -are. rich, and 
kipd,.and affable, and-gourteousy and 
| JItudiousas becomes Philoſophers: 1, 
| But do this becauſe you are..con- 
- -cern'd. for. Religion, and, are'tender of 
- . mens Eternal Intereſts, . and have a 


dear reſpect to Souls, and would have 


zreat Piety procures. you 


" 


[* - many bleſſed Antepaſis now, and per- 
”  Texerancein that piety will aſſure your 
|  full-agd perfect fruition afferwards. 
"or And : truly. Ar; . theſe ar C things 
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WE: BEE 1, partake. of thoſe jelicities, of 


ſnke of Religion now, when 
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- 45 Sacred, fo much-the .common enter- 
' tainment,-and {ſo hugely, gratifying ts 


” _ —_—— + vi 


_ ders youlittle leſs worthy of that prai ſe, 


the Genzizs'of the Age. To be ſolicitons 
for humane Sonls, when- ſo: many are 
ready . to queſtion whether they have - 
any.or no; and of thoſe that profeſs to 
Cdhes have, yet ſo very few are 
pleaſed tp have any regards for their 
welfare. To be ſtudying and contri- - 
ving helps and advantages for them-in 
their progreſs to Heaven, when, the - 
disbelief. of any future ſtate hath ſo. 7 
much obtained, and when it is counted ' , 
wit, -and. a: þec/72e» of parts,  to' buffoon J 
and-drollall-thoughts of it out of the  ..j3 
breaſts of men.. TE. 
 Todoall theſe things with ſincerity. = 
and . zeal, which perhaps will meet 
with no better entertainment. than de- *' 
rifion or ſcorn, 1s certainly an evidence; 
ofa great and fixed goodneſs, . and ren-: * 
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which the Spirit, of God was pleaſe 
to give. Job - for being perfe&t at Luz, #7 
and Lot. for retaining his-purity in Soy" #4 
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T ſhalf not ſo far treſpaſs upon your 


Humility and Modeſty. as to mention 


all the Inſtances, -in which theſe things 
diſcover themſelves. This that your 
preſent commands ( for ſo I always in- 
terpret a Friends deſires ) require of 
me, is alone enough. It is ro'give 
you my thoughts, what I judge' to be 
the beſt Criterion of trurh, and by 
what marks a man might moſt certain- 
I} diſcover it, m this mift, and 
4 duſt, -that the eager Contentions, 
nd tumultuous diſputings of men have 
raiſed about it, and obſcured it in : 
And x Bakr; methods a private Chri- 
fttan fthould proceed in this amazing 
diverſity of Opinions, and from whence 
take his meaſures of truth and fafety, . 
- Thisis (if I miſtake not much Y an 
att of fuch kindneſs, that it is not eaſte 


tor you to ſhew, or men to receive a . 


greater ; and if Ican doany ſervice to- 
wards fcallizing the effects of it, F do 
ot well know many inftances, irt 
- which F may more ſafely rejoyce. 

.' And truly as for that reaſon I do the 
more willingly, ſo for another F ._ 


by 


\ T. 
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The Introduttion. 


the more eaſily comply with your com- 
mands, and miniſter ſomething to-, 
wards this great purpoſe, becaul it ſo 
falls out, that T ſhall but recollect my 
thoughts, and tranſcribe ( with very 
little variation ) what I have delivered - 
not long ago.in my own Congregation 
on this ſubject. And therefore I muſt 
beg you to accept ſome Sermon-Notes 
inſtead.of a formal Letter, and to par- 
don me, that Iaddreſs to you as one of 
my own People. Only Sir, my re- 
ſpects will not ſuffer me to thruſt you 
into the common croud ; ſomething 
will be added which was: not then de- 
livered, and you will perceive it, by 
being addreſſed only to your ſelf. 
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The great need of every: 7 
; of Era! The Eulty 23: | 
ſent circumſtances. of doing . ft 62 
; greatneſh of that Charity that endeguours. 

to affift in order thereunto. The pitch». © 
- ing upon a Rule wherebyevery wy 


. dofrom:that place of the Apoſtle S.J E 


E that-.ſeriouſly - confi 
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the 'World, that « 
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Chriſtian; how almoſt allche Congre- 
tions therein are RE oy 
emſelves, and have Sonſideraþ dif. 

ferences upon the actount © Ri 

they ſeparate each from other, fo 
themſelves into ory: ſtin& Societies, - 
cording to their different Sehtiments, 
and ways of Worſh 

. Andwith3l £0 aig Show cofffidgend 
all parties are of the = th and ſifety of 

their own way, with how much. a 

mour and noiſe they plead for it, and 

with how much' cohtidenct they de- 
claim againſt all that is oppoſite to it. 

While TY 1s certaitt? that F Ln yea'a 

Ren» ink ) of themarecerrainly mi- 

ir being impoſſible that? ſ0'ma- 
” and fo very. > conrtary TI 

alf be" Was > LI 
He, F fay, that- ſeriou  coriſiiers 

all this; "may very well {\UÞſribe'to the 

reaſonableneſs of that exctlert'#dvice 
of our Blefſed Lord; when predicting 

-— Xhefe things!” Babel Fo da a 

BUM '4, ) Vetdave that omits decefdie fow 
* And may: Very. well 188k up 
Ofl the Ot inati6n:net orly as deſign 
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|  edtoenhance his care that he be nor 


deceived ; but as an intimatzon alfs 
how difficult it wall be to-avoid his be- 
ing ſo. | 
And truly he that hath any due re- 
gard to his own Soul, or any jut fenke 
of. the preſent ſtate of things, maaft 
needs fubſcribe tos the juſtneſs of the 
Ingemination upon both accounts. 
boos = _— - _ = in all its 
_ actings, doth mightily depend upon 
the Principles that it "chuſeth to aft 
by, and theſe are _ then ſafe, when - 
y are the refults of a ſound and right 
judgment, which that judgment can 
never be, that is Impoſed upon by de- 
ceit, and cheated by Errer. Sothat 
the neceflity of attending unto the 
Cautionupon that ſole account is very 
great. | 
And yet that neceſſity is heightened 
much by the other, for where thereare 
various ways that offer themſelves to 
us, and gone of theſe want their {peci- 
ous pretences, but are recommended 
to us with all poſſible art and coni- 
dence, there the chuſing and hitting 
| Upon 
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"44 TEC es it: 'So I-have many tunes» 


z OS rinks moſt gens þ hecdificult 


und» the- avoiding deception Aot - very) 
call ©. 25 
The Canlaratiow. of theks: two: 


: things;: hath-* canſed - me - oftentimes, 
with ſome - more than orditiary: con- 
- cern, to refle&t;upon-the Condition of, 


2. private ordinary Chriſtian' at. this 


| time, and witha great deal- of pity, 'to' 


pare his ſtate; 'to that of a'Travel- 


7 krinan unknown; road, full of -many 

| SHS and different turnings, which 

\ Feng not:'only. needs-diftraftand puzle 
1 


oughts: hich, of them'to, chuſe,: 
_ but create-in him'a great deal of fear 
is, eckuſcamiſs..-.: - - | 
oy as compaſſion naturally. enga- 


WE nb to gharty, and pitying-2_ mans 


- Prompts ys: ite thoughts-how to. 
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2<FO | office, and-a- thing liugely 
nducive.to'the. welfare of men, thats. 


guld petch.upan. and preſcribe a;way,: 


this --"<phag Ancopyents 
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'\For as theereQing the Statue Mercu- 
riales'Cby the Ancient Romans) 1n all 
conimon Roads, uponi'which were not 
only: ſteps 'by which'- Travellers might 
mount their Beaſts and'go on, but 1n- 
{criptions-alſo' to direCt ' them which 
were theright paths, was then accoun- 
ted,-andis'to this day remembret'asa 
very high inſtance: of the kindneſs and 
candor'of that great people: 'So cer- 
tainly the doing the 'like in this caſe 
for | the”) poor Chriſtian Traveller, 


would be fo muchtheigreater inſtance 
- of charity,” by 'how* "much his - way is 


more perplex'd and intricate, and the 
danger of his erring 'the' greater-and 
more momentous.” :- 7 
_ He thatſhall undertake to do-tlis for 
him, may well 'expe&t his prayers for 
his ſucceſs, | and'if he ſhould erre in'do- 
10g his utmoſt in it, may as well hope 


£ 


for his: compaſſion and 'pardon':” TFit. 


canbe done, it is really a great benefit, 


andthe: defign of it a-great charity ;' 
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How ro do ths hath beet. - wer 
that hath long thou; 
and a caſe that I Thave ms aprons Bare: = 
about, Lhave. been ing W PAY 
pedient to pitch upon, what. eo fubtti- 
—_— mig 1 gs _ fire of fiach 
an uiry, what Oracle to ereft, to 
which wn, Ay committhe.re-: 
folution of all difficulties-of this nature, 
and with confidence repair unto, for a 
full and lafe ſatisfaRion in them; 
Whatthe iſſue bf all theſe; carfulta- 
tions and thoughts bath been Ihave de- 


termined this 4ext ) ito 4c 
withal. And I fball take the pri 


what] purpoſe to deliver to'you ofthis 
A nature, from: the 'wonds of 
1506» 4.6. the greatS. Fohn, who, iived 
to ſee; the atalaco + wr 

ment of bis Lord's 
that :falſe Prophet Yf COME ru | 
3B} Om rene) the honour-to be 
, the great preſcriber of Aaitidotes 
 againitthe Ron of thoſe deceivers. 
ad.in that'very place where he pur- 
polely undertakes this, doth: preſcribe 
what Iam 9axgang to upon as 
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@ſuxe remedy, 2 certain Criterion by 
which we. may judge : Hereby knaw we 
the Spirit of trath, and the Spirit of er- 


Yor. 
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C H A Þ. II. 
The ColleiFion drawn from the preceediu; 
Tex. Piety the beſt Rule of Orthodoxy. 
The ſenſe in which the Propoſition is to 
_ be underſtood. Two Poſtulata's in arder 
za the proof of it. Gud hath provided 
ſuch. 2 Rule for men to judge by, and 
- the reaſons urging 4 —_— at he hath 
doxe fo. This Rule muſt be for the bene+ 

_ fit and guidance of all men. | 
| "iy R theſe words of S. Fakn, I 
think we may ſafely draw this 
. |  ColleQion, Piety i2 the beft Rule of Or- 
- Tthodoxy,; or plainer thus, The Condy- 
et 7 $5 grown unto rr Ya i the 
eft and ſafeſt Rule by which ta judgethe 

truth of them. © 4 | Judge 
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| Butbefore Tenter immediately upon 

; the larger handling of this Propoſition, 
I- ſhall ftay you a little while, that I 
may give you the full of what Imean, 

- when I thus ſpeak. For as the Text 
ſpeaks both of the Spirit of truth and 
of error, 1o I ſhall underſtand the Pro- 
prey both ways, with reference to 


- 


th theſe. 
\ 7 Direaly and: poſitively. The 
Spirit of truth enclines to holineſs, and 
_ every doctrine that proceeds from this 
Spirit, doth ſome way or other con- 
duce. to that'great end. - And when 
doctrines, upon trial, are found to be 
| ſubſervient'to make men good and re- 
gularlyholy, ' then they bear the ſtamp 
and impreſs of truth upon them, and 
| this 15a ſafe way by which tojudge the 
| truthofthem, and conclude them Or- 
-2. Oppolitely or negatively. What- 
_ ever Doctrine or Opinion doth tend to 
the contrary, either-teaching ot.encou- 
| raging ſin anddiſobedience in all or in 
| anyone particular inſtance of it, 1s cer- 
| - tainly falſe, and proceeds from the Spi- 
FEG i . =" IM 
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rit of Error, and let men be never ſo 


- _Zealous for it, and confident in recom- 


mending and obtruding of it upon 
others, yet this isa ſufficient warrant 
for every private Chriſtian to reject it, 
and condemn it as ſpurious and dange- 
rous : For the Spirit of Error inclines 
men to diſobedience, and whatever do- ' 
Etrine doth ſo, doth proceed from it. 
- 3. Comparatively. Thus where dif- 
ferent DoQrines and Opinions offer 
themſelves to us, it is a ſafe way to ex- 
amine carefully which of them condu- 
ceth moſtly tomake men good, and ac- 
cordingly to make our eſtimate of, 
them ; accepting that which is beſt at- 
tended with holineſs, and a neceſſity 
of it, and rejecting that which is any 
way failing herein, 4:88 

And now by this you may ſee my 
ſenſe of the Propoſition, how I make 
obedience and holineſs the Shekel of 
the Sanctuary, by which all other 
meaſures are to be tried. I make Gods 
Law not only the Rule of what ought 
tobe done, but I would, have every 
thing that is to be believed brought yn- 
IR" B 3 to 
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toit, exatnin'd how it' comports with 
it, and is ſubſervient to the great de- 
en of it, and according Either- to be 
accepted or rejeCted. Fe 
' But before I come to ſhew the truth 
and reaſonableneſs of this Aſertion, 
and to prove this to be the ſafeſt' Rule 
_ for all Chriſtians to judge and examine 
Truthand Error by ; there are Two 
things which I ſhall lay down as Poſu- 
lates, or things intimated to us from 
this Text, and of great — in 
order to the aſſuring the truth of the 
great Propoſition. | 
4 - 1, That God hath left us ſome Rule 
to judge the truth and falſhood of Opi- 
gjons and Dottrines by, 
” 2. That rhis Rule is obvious and 
plain, and intended for the guidance 
and benefit of all men. | 
1. That God hath-not left us with- 
out ſdme ſure Rule to judge the truth 
and falſhood of Opinzons and DoQtrines 
by : This is atruth, which no man that 
hath any ' honourable and becoming 
 - Sentiments of the goodneſs and wil- 
| Fomof God, can inany meaſure doubs 
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of, He | whoſe gracious Providence 
watcheth over all things, certainly is 
regardful aſoof man. He that hath 1m- 
planted and put fuch an'inſtin& into 
the nature of all other things, asen- 
ables them to know what is beneficial 
and hurtful to wn ey aw natures, 
and according to purfue and embrace 
the one, and avoid andarm themſelves 
againſt the other ; hath certainly not 
been wanting to man in this great In- 
ſtance, but enabled him to: diſcern 
truth from falſhood, as well as good 
from evil, and to do both theſe in Mo- 
rality as well as Nature, 2. e. to judge 
for his Soul as well as his Body. | 
And the truth is, if it were other- 
wiſe, man were of all things certainly 
the moſt miferable, and a Religious 
man were the moſt miferable and pit> 
able above all other men. And 1t 
would refleft great diſhonour upon 
God, to provide for the ſafety and con- 
du& of man in all his little concerns; 
but toſeave him wholly unprovided for, 
and expoſed to deception in that which 
is themoſt ſublime and momentous of 
| a | all 


all:.i And ſuch-Cwe know Y'is his Reli- 
gion; -1t being the way in which he is 
to ſerve his God, and afſurgytis bliſsful 
love and favour, and thereby ſecure the 
Everlaſting welfare and happineſs of. 
his Soul. nord : 

- I ſhall only defire Two things fur- 
ther to be conſidered 1n this caſe. 

1. /That- God hath plainly told us, 
that there ever will þe Errors in the 
world, and that no age ſhall want Im- 
poſtors and deceivers to broach them, 
and endeavour to enitrap people with 
them : This he hath reſolved ( for wiſe 
ends;) to permit ſtill to be. 
 - And can it then be ſuppoſed, that 

God {ſhould not furniſh his ſervants 
withan - Antidote againſt them ? Can 
any. think ſo unworthily of God, as to 
believe that he hath expoſed the belo- 
ved of his Soul, and the objects of his 
tendereſt compaſſions and regards na- 
ked and wholly defenceleſs, without . 
any thing to ſecure themſelves againſt 
theſe plagues? This were indeed to 
overact the ſavage cruelty of the Hzrca- 
nan T zeer, and tranſcribe the m_ 
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neſs of. the filly Oftrich, 


13 


which leaveth her Eggs in Fob 39. 14. | 
the Sand, expolſed.to. the Þ 
foot of every Beaſt or Traveller, to be 
cruſhedat pleaſure : Nothing can well 
be thought of, that is really more inju- 
rious and refleftive upon Divine Provi- 
dence than this 1s. WE 
2. God hathinot only told us of theſe 
things, but cautioned us againſt them, 
and {ſtrictly commanded us to beware of 
them, as is evident to any that confults 
the holy Scriptures. | 
' Now can it enter into the hearts of 
men to believe, that God that com- 


- mands: this, ſhould not provide ſome 


way by which .it might be done? I 
could never yet (though educared 
when ſuch doctrines were much in 
vogue ) bring my thoughts quietly to 
believe that God would command utter _. 
impoſſibilities ; which were far to ex- 


_ ceedthe cruelty of the Egyptian Task- 


maſters, which himſelf hath condem- 
ned, and ſo tragically declaimed 
againſt : AndI no way doubt, butthat 
if he have commanded uns to prove all 


things, 
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things, to try the Spirits, to our 
a from be infeted Sh er- - 
ror of the wicked; rhat he hath alfo 
furniſhed us with power,and provided a 
means, how we may do all theſe things. 
God certainly never commands 
things in vain, nar will he tantalize the 
endeavours of his people, nor make 
himſelf fport to ilſude rhe hopes and en- 
deavours af poor mortals, by putting 
them” upon Acquifts whole glories 
though they may excite, yet their im- 
poſſibilities do diſcourage, and fruſtrate 
the moſt vigorous endeavours. And 
that man would have a ftrange notion 
of God, that would fancy his com- 
manding us to take heed ofbaing de- 
ceived, and yet not direct us to means 
by which we might doſo. 
2. That- this Rnle is obvious and 
plain, and intended for the guidance 
and benefit of all men. Hereby kxowwe, 
 &e. And certainly he intends not 
hereby only himſelf, or Apoſiles like 
himſelf, butall thoſe whom in wey/e x. 
he hadexhorted totry the Spirits, and 
not preſently to believe every —_— 
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bf it; *which is equally the interet and 
duty of all men. © wor 
_ Tt is'trutthe Priefts lips ſhould pre- 
ſerve knowledge, and *tis well when 
they do, and in many caſes mighty 
prudenr toſeek the Law at his month 
conſult him often in our doubts: and 
difficulties, and not be too peremptory 
in our oWh'concluſions. | , 
- Biit yet I think no mancan with rea-. 
ſon believe, that God ever intended 
- theſe tobe the only Oracles, to which 
every Chriſtian ſhould repair and con- 
tent himſelf with the reſponſes of. I 
think, T could urge inconveniences 
apainſt this, which the whole Con- 
clave would be ſomething puzled to 
ſolve. © 
As God hath endued every man 
with a Soul, and that Soul with an 
underſtanding, and that underſtanding 
with power of judging and diſcerning 
things that differ, and commanded eve: 
ry. man to be faithful to this Talent, 
' anddiligent- in improving and encrea- 
ſing his ſtock of light, that thereby he 
may be able to take the better heed he 
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 +be.not deceived : | .So doubtlefs he hath 
ſubſtituted a way by which ;every man 
may:do. this; and hath not-intended 
the benefit of it to be confined only to 
ſome few particular perſons. .. 
; It hath been long ſince objefted, and 
deſligned to reproach the holy Scrip- 
tures, , that they are-very plain, and 
content themſelves with familiar re- 
preſentations of things, accommoda- 
ted to vulgar capacities, and not fit to 
fatisfie the enquiries: and exerciſe the 
curioſity ofdeep ſpeculators, and ſubtil 
Philoſophers. . | 
. Andthetruth of the objection hath 
been, willingly granted (as. to the 
main.) and yet the honour and excel- 
Tencyof them for that reaſon vindica- 
ted,. and Gods: goodneſs (thereupon 
magnified and exalted, who foreſeeing 
that the greateſt part of his followers 
would not be great Clerks, and deep 
Scholars, . but illiterate and plain men, 
hath mercifully conſulted their .weak- 


neſs, and complied with. it, and provi- 
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And he that conſiders that God va- 
lues the'Soul of one man, cnery with 
anothers, and deſires equally-the 'Sal- 
vation of all, will preſently conclude, 
that therefore he hath conſulted the 
benefit of all men, and not fet up a. 
rule:to.yudge truth by, which {ſhould 
be mighty. obſcure and intricate, and 
very. tew (only ſome : learned" men ) 
ſhould be able to reap benefit from..*\ 

Thus much therefore we have gain- 
| ed from this Text, - both that God hath 
_ Teft usa way by. which.to know'Truth 
from Error, and thatthis is ſuchaway 
as all men may improve, and make! 
of tothe-lame end; -: ''--'! ! . +47 © 


rehodoxy,.. wp 


Two w ounded for the the. 
meg — T_ 


ext improved largely to this purpoſe, 
' «v4 Matth. 7. 16: oo pre 
F nn is GRE; AE 


- & 

thus epared hb way: to 
tho proof the forenamed Aiſer- 
oder —— g Chapter; 3 :I ſhall 
now addreſs direaly to it in this. And 
two ways I ſhall 1 rat to: give 
ſtrength tothe truth oft by : 

x. By Scripture. 

. By Reaſon and Argument, war- 
ranged y Scripture. 

x. I begin with the confirmation of 
this from holy: Scripture, which in- 
deed is the chiefeſt way of proving this 
truth, and before all other things fit to 
determine this controvertſie. For ſince 
we have reaſon with all due humility 
and gratitude: to acknowledge this 4 
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. bea full, ſufficient and revela- 
tion of the will of to man, in 
which all neceſſary direQtions to happi- 
neſs are contained, and whatever 27 
is necdful to make the man of God per- 
feat, throughly furniſhed | 
unto all we) works, as 2 Tim, }. I 
S. Paul warrants us to be- | 

heve: So if God have provided fuch a 


| way formentojudge Truth and Error 


by, he hath doubt P; givenſome inti- 
mation of it in theſe Divine Infpirati- | 
ons and Records. 
Now what theſe ſpeak of this matter 
I ſhall 'endeavour to acquaint you. 
And firft, as from this 
qa S. JohrT have ta- « 5obs 4. 6. 
en occaſion to raiſe, foI 
_ fall now try what there is in it, to 
confirm the Aﬀertion. Which that I 
may diſtinctly and clearly do,, T myſt 
_ deſireyouro read the precedent verlhs 
DN what the Apoſtle 1s defi 
16 them. And ark you will e 
fin to''be this, an endexyotir ro ed 
firm” thoſe he writes to, in the true 
faith of Chriſt,” that they might not 
be 
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be drawn from 


it by any pretences, 


and particularl y by thoſe great preten- 


ces. to the Spirit,” that were then ſo 
common amongſt all ſeducers, eſpeci- 
ally the Gzoffzcks, as indeed ..it hath 
been ordinary ever ſince almoſt ' a- 
mong{t all Hereticks that have infeſted 


the Church. 


- This: caution of not . believing all 


theſe pretences he expreſly mentions 


verſe I. and by an excellent Argument 

rceth, becauſe there are many falle 

Prophets are gone out into the world. 
Now wr order to this trial and difco- 


| very of, the Spirits and the Dottrines 


iſſuing from them, he layeth, down 
theſe three chief rules in the following 

_ The firſt whereof is the free confe(- 
ſing of Je/#s Chriſt, and faith in him 
ia times of perſecution, the lawfulneſs. 
and prudence of denying . of whom, 
when trouble and danger threatned a 
man for{q doing, was one of the great 
doQrines . of the Gzoſticks: This: the 


treats of verſe 2, 3. and then ſubjoyns a 


commendation of . theſe Chrifions, 
c445:34 45 gold ny 
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1 andcongratulates with them, that the 
| had avoided the infection of theſe falſe 
| teachers, ſhewing withal, what had 
aſſiſted them to do ſo, and why they 
ſhould perſiſt in their care againſt them, 
verſe'4, 5. 

.” The ſecond rule is laid down in this 
Text ;:; the intendment of which I ſhall 
preſently:acquaint you more fully with. 
\ But: becauſe this is general, he 1n- 
ſftanceth thirdly 1n a particular of Chri- 
ſtian'putrity and obedience, zz. true 
charity-to-our Brethren, which he in- 
fiſts on in the following part of the 
Chapter. 

Tam; not concern'd to inſiſt upon et- 
ther the firſt or third rule- ſo as largely 
to explain them, but chiefly upon the 
ſecond, for 'the enſuring of which, 
there:needs but only the right under- 
ſtanding of the word, Heay : He that 
is of God heareth us : And that by this 
expreſſion 4s intended, obey:zg, cannot 
ſeem ſtrange to any, that will remem- 
ber, that it is the common: word by 


' which obedience: is generally expreſſed . 


in the Sacred [diom. The places in 
nth C ' which 


- 
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which it is thus uſedare too many to.be - 
named, and the commonnefs. of the - | 


phraſe too-great to need it. 21962] 

So that by hearing ws, 15 meant obey- 
ing our do&rine, which: is of God'(as 
he ſpeaks) 2. e. pure and holy like its 
blefled Author, hath nothing of world- 
Steger or ſecular intereſt and de- 
1gn1n1t ; but only of piety, and purf- 
ty, and ſelf-denial, and contempt of 
the world, &c. and this is an argument 
of its being truly Divine, and'a/ Rule 


by which. alfo .to. judge whatever do- 


Etrine is fo, or the contrary. | That 


doQrine that is truly of God, is all for 


holineſs, and obedience, and' purity, 
while the other is for worldly advanta- 
-ges, and: ſuited to common Interefts, 
and hereby know we the Spirit of 
Truth and the Spiritof Error wniallin- 
ſtances of doQrines, 7. e. all doQtrines 
thatare conducive to real holineſs, are 
of God, proceed from the Spirit of 
Truth, andevery dodtrine that 1nclines 
tothe contrary doth certainly proceed 
from: the Spirit of Error. 
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"Now if you think that T am injuri- 
ons in referring thus the trial of Spirits 
and doftrines only to this one Rule, 
whitſe Thave told you before thatS. John 
layetrdown Two more jn this: Chap- 
ter'to the fame purpoſe ; TI ſhall readi- 
ly confeſs the charge, but withont any: 
Imputation of injuftice : yea, ſhall 
take advantage from hence the more to 
ſtrengthen this Aﬀertion, and: to lay 
dot this' as the chief and principal 
Rule, fotafmuchas borh the others do 
relate tot, and are inſtances of it. For 
a free undaunted confefſing of Chriſt 
in times of danger, and loving cordi- 
ally our” Brethren, '4re both of*them 
chief branches of Chriſtian vertue and - 

hofinefs, and indeed as they are almoſt . 
above all other things commandedb 
our Saviour, {ſo they have the choiceſt - 
and* moft endearing encouragements 
annexed tothem. 

So then the Argument from this 
 placewilf be very clear and concluding ; 
for itt that very place where S. John en- 
joyns thetrial of Spirits and Dottrines, 
| helayeth-down this as the great Rule 
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for that trial, .and though he-add,Fwo 
other Rules alſo, yet they are but. par- 
ticularsand branches of. this:;great one. 
And then the whole of the. Apoſtles:di- 
reQtions. in this caſe, amounts. tothus: 
much, 'Whatever doctrine doth . con-. 
duce to make men truly holy,: eſpeci-: 
ally encourageth to the right taking up 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and a cordial con-. 
ſtant love to our Brethren, that. do-. 
Qrine 1flueth from the Spirit of Truth; 
and whatever doctrine 15 contrary e1-; 
ther totheſe Two ſingle Chriſtian ver-. 
tues, i or to 1t in general, doth certain- 
ly proceed from the Spirit. of Erxor : | 
-and this IT take to.be the natural and 
true,purport of S. Johy in this Text:. 

- But I would not have you think that 
he 1s ſingular in this, or without good 
authority for what he-ſaith, we ſhall 
find he had ſufficient warrant from his 
great Maſter Chriſt Jeſs, as we may 

._ , clearly ſee, if we, conſider 
Mat. 7.16,20. that {ſpeech of Chriſt, . By 
nc their fruits ye ſhall kyow 
them. —- In the preceding Verſes our 
Saviour is forewarning his Diſciples "a 
| tne 
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doxy. 25 
the coming of falſe Prophets into the 
world, and of the very c a pre- 
tences that they ſhould make to deceive 
people by : Having done this and cau- 
tion*d againſt them, he layeth downin 
this place a Rule to know and diſcover 
them by, which Rule is very poſitive 
and-plain, and twice repeated, that 
we1ſhould not doubt of it, or forget it. 
By their' fruits ye fhall know them; 1.e. 
by the natural conſequences and fruits 
of their doQrines, by ſuch concluſions 
as do naturally and hy right arguing 
follow from them. : 
. Sothatthe trial of Prophets is to be 
made by trial of their doctrines, and 
theſe are to be tried'/by the natural con- 
{ſequences and effects of them : not by 
what a man can diſcover in the profei- 
ſors-or- venters of ſuch doctrines, for 
theſe many times are very cloſe and 
ſubtil Hypocrites, and land their lives 


with very great heed and warineſs, 
wearing the Sheeps skin to conceal the 
Woltfs heart, and always putting on 
the form of godlineſs to cover their 
maliciqus __ 


rotten deſigns, and no__ 
C2 won- 
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wonder, for Satan can transform him- 
ſelfintoan Angel of light: — butby 
the natural conſequences and effects of 
the: doftrines.: + 07 314 (G9 Ge; 
For otherwiſe it were almoſt utterly 
impoſſible to make a diſcovery of do- 
Etrines by this Rule, ſince all men'do 
not live up exactly tothe conſequerices 
of their own Tenets, One 'man may 
have a right faith, and yet lead a wick- 


_ ed life; andanother may have a rotten 


falſe beliefin ſome particulars, and yet 
be tolerably well in his life.- . And 
there is no doubt, but many a well. 
meaning man may embrace an Error in 
Canplicny; without underſtanding 
rightly what the miſchievous conſe- 


- quences of it are, yea perhaps withque 


ever practiſing thoſe conſequences. Men 
may be honeſl, and yet careleſs, and 
be impoſed upon, and ſo on the contra- 
ry too; but T ſhall ſay more to this 


"hereafter. 


In the mean 'time; 'we may reſt ſa- 
tisfied that qur Saviour means by fruits, 
{uch things as are the natural conſe- 
quences, ard proper products of ſuch 

"H4" ” £4 _qqQrines;- 
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doftrines : and this heclears and aſſures 
the truth and reaſonableneſs of, by an 
excelknt and well known compariſon, 
and indeed it holds true both ways, 
men' do not gather Grapes from 
Thorns, nor Figs from Thiſtles, nor 
do Vines yield the Berries of Thorns, 
nor doth the Doune of Thiſtles grow 
upon Fig-trees. For though it be poſ- 
{ible: (and God knows too common 
to0') for a man to detain | 
the truth in unrighteou!- Rom, 1, 18. - 
neſs, yet the unrighteouſ. 


” 


neſs ſues from the man, not from the 
truth. And though a Heretick may 
poſſibly be eminent in ſome good 
things, yethis heart is to be praiſed for 
it, not: his head, Z e. his goodnels is 
not the eftect of hys Errgr, nor upon 
any account at all aſcribable to.it. 

$0 then 1t we keep us to our Saviours 
ſenſe, the Rule is true, and will never 
deceive us. Thofe doctrines that de- 
ſign nothing, but to make men pure 
and holy, and conſcientious, and ſtrict- 
ly regardful of our Chriſtian duty, 
cannot but iiſue from the Spirit of 
TAIT: C 4 Truth, 
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Jet their ſhews be never 


Truth, and Satan can' never be contrt- 
butive to a doctrine that tends ſo much 
to the overthrow of his deſign and great 
Intereſt in the world. But whatever 
doctrines or broachers of them, do any 
way infuſe into men, or encourage an 

_ them to any — any'Sin, 
0 ſpecious, 
their Pn never ſo fair, yet thoſe 
Prophets are falſe Prophets, and thoſe 
doctrines fumes from Hell, whoſe 
great deſign 1t 1s to corrupt mens man- 
ners, debauch their lives, and keep 
them from the love and practice of 

1ety. | 

This is all that I have to offer from 
theſe Two places of the New. Teſta- 
ment, and truly: I think what hath 
been offered, enough to confirm the 


Colleftion, and to gain the afſent of 


every good Chriſtian to the truth of 
_-_— | | 
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CC: H-A'P. IV. bs 
The old. Teſtament cited alſo for the reef 


of this, and two great conſiderations 
aaded''to give more Evidence to it, 
This the rule to try Prophets by of old, 
and the beſt Criterion of a true Divine 
Mir acle. | 


HE former Chapter having ac- 
 quainted you with ſome proofs 
for this out of the New Teſtament, T 
ſhall proceed to add ſome to them 
alſo out of the Old : For this 15 no new 
thing,: nor unknown to the Jews in 
time/ of:old, but it was deliverd to 
themalfb,: as the great Rule to judge 
by -1n this ' caſe : of which I take thar 
place of the Prophet to be -clear evi- 
dence;-To the Law and to | 
the Teſtimony, and if” they 1ſ#ich 8, 20. 
eak not according to this 
Rule, '#t' is becauſe there is no'light in 
them, In the preceding Verſes the 
; Prophet 


ne + "8 he I Pw 

I 

jj 
F) - 
”s 
: O 
$ : 

4 E 
n . 


- 4 " es Mae PET 2" ante oe ta es ES IK a te Gs, dt RS 20 
£ RNS, tt RE RS Re hs $ "0 ws SEG y IO Da urns arts Ces bt " + 4 nes © 3: Sb het, v4 OE b, 
__ per Eng % Wen”, a BHO ES anc 45, 7 £ Os 7 6X &* 35.4 ” £ Sa 3 K x "TP - # IV EY 5 © 
F z n 5 Ie 2 a - 
o : W p : R _—_ , SEE oy: 
, " : - , ” Cx 
3 £ 4 4 5 
” £ q "i za 
f v \ $ 
f *, - g ; . 
A - 1 a* p > 4 k q 
i ws Vs 


Prophet is inveighing againſtand con- 
demning the attending to any extraor- 
dinary pretenders to knowledge or re- 
velations,. {ach as Wizards and Necro- 
mancers, and thoſe that conſulted fa- 
'muliar\Spirits : Andin this Verſe he 
hyethdown a Rule by which to. try all 
xevelations. and pretences - of know- 
edge ; bring them-to.the Law and to 
the Teſtimony, and if in any thing they 
difter from that, then there is no morn- 
ing or light in them, but they ariſe out 
of the infernal ferry, and are ſugpeſt- 
ed by the Spirit and Prince of. dark- 
neſs. ain3n0t ©: 
This:ſeems to me to be very clear, 
and yet ſball add ſomething more, 
that this was not only appointed. to be 
the Rule of judging, in all orddintary:bi : 
terences; abont ;doftrines, but in the 
moſt extraordinary alſo that could pol: 
{bly happen. I ſhall inſtance in Two 
that were the chiefeſt of all,---pre- 
ten{ions'to Prophecy and working of 


> 


Miracles. 5; vt 1 EY 

_ »+ Theſexwere indeed extraordinary ca- 
ks, and: therefore, :though thajudging 
381,007] | Wo) y 
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_ ofthem did not belong to every private 
man, hut only to the great Sanhedrim, 
| (as learned men have clearly proved J 
yet it will be very much to our pur- 
poſe, if we can prove that even this 
great Conſiftory was to judge by this 
Rule, ofthe Truth or Fal/ſhood of both 
of them.. 

And firſt for Prophets, I think the 
caſe is ſufficiently clear from that place 
of Moſes, Dent. 13. from verſe 1, to 6; 
' from which (if you read and conſider 
it well ) you will be able to make this 
Collection, that neither the predicting 
of a future Event, no nor the coming 
of that to paſs according to the predj- 
tion, are ſafe and warrantable things 
tojudge a Prophet by : for if that Pro- 
phet entice any way to Idolatry, . or de- 
liver any thing that may draw them 
away from their duty, in walking af- 
ter the Lord, and fearing him, and 
keeping his Commandments, and 
obeying his voice, he is to be rejected, 
yea tobe ſtoned as an Impoſtor, anda 
deceiver. So that the truth ofthe Pro- 
phet, and the divinity of his Prophecy 

was 
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was tobe judged only ( or at leaſt 
chiefly ) by the confonancy thereof to 
the Law of God. 

This 1s a thing that T judge worth 
our taking notice of at this time : Alas, 
if the bold pretenders to prophecy in 
this Agecould make this plea for them- 
ſelves, that things fall out exattly ac- 
_ cording to their predictions, what a 
great _ noiſe would they ſoon make ? 
how mightily would they boaſt ? and 
plead ( and perhaps believe too ) them- 
Elves to be true Prophets? And yet 
God himſelf tells us, this is no ſafe and 
ſure Rule to judge men true Prophets 
by. | 
"For the Spirit of Error may poſlibly 
predict many things, and the Events 
anſwer , the predictions, and many 
times we know it hath been thus. 
And xe do not know how far the skilt 
of the Devil may extend in this mat- 
Ler.: . 
Beſides, God hath told us, that he 
many. times permits -{uch things to 
come to paſs, that he may thereby tr 
the-love and fidelity of men : oe 

+ 8 theſe 
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T - of Orthod. © 33 
theſe tobea puniſhment untoall thoſe | 


that are,unreaſonably fickle and uncon- 
ſtant, and on the other hand, that ( as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks in caſe 

of Hereſfies ) thoſe that are Cor. 11. 1g. 
cordial and approved may 

be made known. 

I know. there are many i Rules laid 
down _ by. the Jewiſh 'Rabbies, . and 
others after them for the trial of Pro- 
phets, and a great ſtir made about 
them : But he that will conſideratel 
read them over, as he will find this x. 
ways. mentioned as one Rule, ſo. he 
will-find that it is the chiefeſt and ſafeſt, 
and that.to which all at laſt are forced 
. toffee. | 

The Second caſe that I choſe to in- 
ſtance in was the caſe of Miracles : 
for that there are true and lying won- 
ders, the Scripture clearly aſſures us. 
But how to diſtinguiſh betwixt theſe, : 
is really a very great and perplexing 
difficulty, and ſome men have taken 
a great deal of pains to give direCtions 
herein: And indeed muſt do ſo ſtill, 
until they come to fix and reſt upon this. 


ba we = arch For 


- For when all is done, this cntainly_ | 
- is the eafieft and fafeft tov, namely, to 
conſider what the effeQs and defi igns of 
them are, if Fae # gt <ige effects 
upon' ren, efpecully- if they only de- 
| fign to make men ho ty and = #5 ph to 
atteſt a.doctrine that acherh men how 
* to be fo; then they carry the cleareſt 
_—_ of Divinity upon them that can 
if they tend inany meaſure to 
the contrary, Uther to encourage men 
. in fm, or atteſt any dodQtine, that 
teacheth any thing contrary tothe holy 
_ Law and Precepts of God, then they 
are tobe ſuſpeted and rejethed as 1n- 
_ - methiate effetts of the FO of deluſi- 
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CHAP. V.” 


4 riher diſcourſe of Miracles, and o 
Fe Oo We how to kidw. def | 
are: Divine, aut which not. An addi- 
 Woy-to all from the Nature of f Hereſi fre, 
and wherein the Notioz of it aorh.chve - 


 lreosffÞ 


B'.: this Sir, may WOE OT " 
be thought too little to be Elo 

t fi ect of Miracles ; for the 
bs Works doth-Itok upor. thee ty 
be Divine Teſtimonies, ſufficient Evi- 
dencesof truth, and able to allure the. 
verity, gain aſſent to, and entertain- 
mentof "any doQrine that” they are in-. 
tended to atteſt,” The Chriſtian | 
Church in all Ages harh ſpoken great 
| things of*them, and gloried in them. 
and 'argued ( with great affuriziee ). 
the'Divinity and" Truth of the ns | 
an Religion < Ana them. And he would 
Certain ly do a great difſervice to Chri- 
ſtianity, 


/- Jl chat ſhould g0 ous. in any 
meaſure to weaken the teſtimony of 
them. 

And therefore, Sir, that I may not 
ſuffer under any of theſe prejudices, I 
{hall a little further. enlarge. this-dil- 
ure of them, ; and what.I have. to 

, that it may. be diſtinQ-and plain, 
Shall be contained in. theſe ſubſequent 
propoſitions. . 

1. I do moſt readily grant; and cor- 

dially believe that Drvine Miracles are 


_- certain, Eyidences. of Truth, :, For it- is 


no way. reaſonable. to ſuppoſe, . that 
God ſhould annex his Seal to atteſt any 
thing that is untrue, _ Whatever God 
aſſerts, muſt needs for that yery:xeaſon 
be true, were there none elſe; .and all 
the World is agreed. in their belief. of 
this. ** So that I take. it, Miracles are 
not added toconfirm the truth of what 
God hath declared, but rather to.con- 
vince men that he doth declare ſuch 
thin S, "Or t0 atteſt the Divine Com-, 
 miffion of thoſe that are lus Inſtruments 
therein: | 


-2. But 


-/\32.1But then-ſecondly, © I do as aff} 
redly: believe that they are northe only 
Rvidences- of truth; A'-Divine do- 
Qtrine' may carry in- it many thirigs, « 
that: may. be as clear fignatures, "and 
ought to be as convincing: chiratters of 
Truth, as immediate Miracles -'are. 
"Thismay in ſome meaſure be- colleted 
from that parabolical diſcourſe of 4bra- 
hang to the rich -man-'in' * 
Hell :” 1F they believe n0t- © Lukg 18, 5 
Moſes. and ' the "Prophets; ©. 
neither will they believe though bye roſe 
fromthe dead, Tntimiting -that thoſe 
doctrines in Moſes, and the Prophetick 
writings, had as much Evidence of 
'Ftuth, and as clear Convi&tions theres 
of.in-thern;, .as the miraculous appear- 
ance of one from the dead could give tg 
| But:cthere 1s a; clearer place ir the 
Goſpel to aſſure this upon, for ' our Sa 
yiouridorh in one. place, viz; John 1 5. - 
22} as:much. aggravate. the guilt of the - 
ore ;Infidelity, -in- nor believihg his 
eavenly-pure doctrine, as he doth in 
another, viz; verſe the 24. ofthe ſame + 
11> -- D Chapter : 


, 


= 
ws 


Chapter: For chair not « believing: the 
unparalelFd Miracles which he \did 

them, which certainly 'he 
— never have; done, but that the 
Evidences and Convictions of truth 
were equal in both. . 

3. But then thirdly, 1 add that! EVe- 
ry Miracle is not -an unqueſtionable 
pIR of truth, nor a ſufficient 
warrant for:men preſently to beheve 

upon. its {ole:account :. Ali the world, 
T think, is agreed about this alſo: \For 
all men unan ouſly believe that oz 
trucandreally ,Divane Miracles are 
. cx tg zffure the  credibiliry- of 
T9ngs-) ; And all Miracles are mot'f6; 
ereare lying: wonders 'as well as 
_-_ and-it:1s not lafeito: belive equal: 
ly in both caſes. 1 1 

4. And therefore fourthly, chore] is 
an. abſolute: neceſſity, that a'muti!. be 
aſſured the Miracle istruly Divine, 'be- 
fore he can ſafely believe upon the/au- 
thority thereof ; otherwiſe henmay be- 
lieve the.lying. wonder as welllas'the 
other, and believe'what Janwer- and 
Jawbres lay as well as - hand Toth - 
5. It 


PF 


_ ] muayeffettthings thatare truly ritiraeu- 
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gil Ie i 46/1 very difficult, that it-is 
allattilexn impoſſible, byany thing 


immediately in the Miracles them- 


ſelves; to know which is traly Divine, 
and which 'is hot fo: T ſay in the! Mi- 


racles themſelves : I'mean they dbnot 
cavry fuck ſignatures upon them, »that 


a man —_ only; can caſily makea 


- 25F1 — nal no reaſon to donde; but 
that evil Spirits by. God's s permiſſion 


loas, or.if you require it plaity; trae 
Myr aces. gs - "ll _— ſee #2 
any reaſon, why wn ms fame things done 
bythe forenamed :Sorcerers, were not 
as'true Miracles,” as when done by Ado- 
ſes, and it will be hard for any manto 
ſhew-a difference.” \Ff the turning 
Rod intoa Serpent wasa Miracle, they 
did  asxwell as Mofes. If converting 
water into bloud-was a Miracle,” it was 
ſowhondone by chem, as wellss when 
done by Moſes : and rhough it be true, 
that Mofes did ſome Miracles, which 3 
Jae; could not, 'yet 'thar relieves. us 
lite 7 by: chough ——_— Mi-": | 


racles 
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racles which he did, yet theyidid ſome. 
Sothat ftill they wrought true:Miracles 
as'well as Moſes. J 1 COTS IS andens 
--2:i Nor ſecondly, ſhall men-be relie- 
ved by:faying ſome are; lying! wonders 
and-{omearetrue::' For 1t'is;ptobable, 
.thoſe. wonders are called lying won- - 
ders,. not becauſe they were mot really. 
wonders ( or Miracles, for the--word 
fgnifieth equally both.) but:ibecauſe 


they Corman, toatteſt an vntruthi, 


421:7t 711512 he: For ſo the Greek leems 
©Thep. 29:15 (elpectally-to:mean,: mieave 
o01 ob Leads; + miracles .or won- 
ders of falſhood, as;our own /Tranſla-- 
tors put/it in' the Margent;.and foithe 
learned Grot#zs -expounds it, ;andquiti- 
fiesthe:Expoſition;by.a knowin-truth, 
Nam quod vice geuitivneſt apud Hebreos, 
ſape' finer fignificat:: where you havea 
Learned:difcourſe toi the-purpoſe Iam 
now upon. And: Beza; alſo! expounds 
itto theſame pupoſe-too, Mendacis [ta- 
biliendicanſa edita;, Wonders wtought on 
purpoſeto confirm alie:' (i) 
2.-Nor-thirdly, . will-it any, more - 


k - 
\&\ 


_ help: us: to:grant»that: fame are; lying 


wonders 
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wonders 4n the: other ſence, unleſs we 

could i certainly tell which'-wete fo, 

W hether the wonder be 'real-or-no, it 

is/all.one: tome, unleſs T be able to di- 

; —_— betwixt them. + Suppoſe thoſe 

of the' Egyptian :Sorcerers, '*Or Simon 
 -| Mags, or Apollenins Tyanew' (whom 
| the Heathensſetupto vye with Chriſt) 

| Tfay ſuppoſe theſe-were not ;real» Mi- 

rickes; ut preſtigious and : detuſive, 

yet. how {ball any: man know; and 
make- it' -appear'\ they were 10'? the 

are as'Convitive'as.true: ones; unleſs 

they could be plainly diſcovered not to 

| beiſo: and. how-to do this (from: any 
thing'inthe things themſelves) I:pro- 
fels- myſelf wholly jgooranto: 1 £- 

' 4] Bor fourthly,' I ſhall receivelittle 
fatisfation by what is commonly: ſaid 
in this caſe, : that's a true Miracle which 
car only be effetted by | a: !Dirvime;pow:- 

. eri-forſuppoſe that were granted true, 
yet howſhall I kriow what can only be 
efteed 10, and what: not ?::No man + 
knows:the:limits ofSatan's power,:nar 


canfay hitherto can; he go, and norfur- 


ther, uihleſ-he can-tell more than ever. 
xt D 3 man 


— ;———_ T_T nn ©” 


== Oe 


w— 


MV: ARC IT\ CLEA IE ADE INC. > it lp GAs $9 
———_ _ a 


oo nary HOP Chr ey 0b 1 
I TEEN 


WIA pO, Arno 


Pd 


Wins "Rr. ae 


ae Fete 


Area ea om. Ne gee . - 
ADS een rar re ena. cans bene hn eas een ocan—_s - 
$ : : o 
. <a - 4 


$3402.55 A 
7 4s WII RIA A”. 
he ," 
b 


11a rd ASI VT A's” ene GA AAA II 7 Gt AT FRED I Be fie Rr) cat F 
& : 
* 


3 eb: nts ef tus be os ” 
OB on hen I IOC URLs. OLD II Ia ts POOP 2 BS 07 APIs ob Abs A OA PN 1" 28 YAD nc EO ho, IE Gs CAL AG DIY < 
<4 X - Fe 
F 5 . 


2:0 EAA CR A ole ale 
wan Dont» HW he 
"5 - > * 
* 


” | Pieythe Beſt Role 


man yetdid- nay-perhaps no andnicam 
exaQly rellthe'utmoſt reach obnatural 
power; ot define -pteciſely how far na- 
tural cauſes when rightly applied, can 
work. And if. he know not this, he 
knows little in order to farisfation I in 
this matter. 
. Nor truly is there much more Te- 


lief in fiying to: the evident = of 
Mirades ; though -F gladly'' confeſs 
there is Grakhing init; iroughy 


to be adoted' as a fignal att of Divine 
Providence, that: Moſes, and eſpecially 
Chrift here have the eminencyabove 
any other pretenders to Miracles inthe. 
world': (for Mofes' his: Rod fivallowed 
up the Magician's'Raods,' and! Apottonss: 
Mes could not healall-diſcates,' 'as Chriſt 
did, ere": 


BurRilhchis is ſhort of fully y ckerdag 


is ; tor age whanp eng, vrx may feem 


greater Mira ich arenot 
oinded; And fibril wits would ſay 

many things, to make it ſeem'ar leaſt, 
that alt Micacles are 'great-. MOT 

And: fuppoſe ir tobe fo; that. many 


Propiemight fey mgof (ie-Aljeaches 


only 


only, a not <5 
_ - the; Samariteys that: faw the  Mi- 


aku > As _ 


raclesiof Simon Magas, did not ſee thoſe 
of. Chriſt, or the Apoſtles,' nor thoſe 
that ſaw the wonders of Apollonius, to 
have; heard: of the other. I ask now 


what t 
Miracle 
then tÞ 
2s-grar 
world. 


rm do in this caſe ? If a 


ground of truth, 


tad that warrant-to believe 
 falſhoods as Ever WEre in the 


But further yet, if you look-:into the 


Goſpel, 


you ſhall find 


Chriſttelling his Apoſtles, Mat. vy 24: 


that the falſe 


Chrilts that 


ſhould ariſe: after: him, ſhould ſhew, 
Nas MEVGAS 3 riegle, great ſigns 
and wonders and {o great, as' to'de- 
ceive the very, Elet, were. they not 
mightily afliifed to avgid that decepti- 


ON, Þs 


6. From 


bare Miracle isnotieno hto allure the 
truth, and warrant the: ef of every 
Dodtine atteſted by it: for then the 

had the 6 e of rol and Simon Magus 


all which I collet that a 


ſame' credibility as that. of 
D 4 Chriſt, 


7 Bo. { 


2141451 24 Chriſt, > And'if-you ok 


kev. 1344 into the ''Revelations-of 


| +51 S. John," 'you ſhall” find 
mentian-ofa-Beaſt which deceived men 
by . Miracles: which he - had powet to 

: 5 { do: 'Andin another* place 
#.zev. 16.14.) © Wei read of 'the 'Spitits of 

1-2 1 L"Deyilsgoingforth towork | 
ii Cap. 19. 29.2; Miracles: and -|'again'-of 
5:11 11.019;7 i falſe-':"Propher3*1that 
wrought Miracles. If Miracles there- 
tore warfant Faith of-every Dodtrine, 
then' they db: alſo warrant thatiof the 
Deyiland his: Spirits, which God for- 

node nite” % uf: 
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©-3;. Upon 'ithe ſtrength; of all which 
Conſiderations, -- I ſay xhat- Miracles 
themſelves, 'need ſomethings! to atteſt 
them; -and-ſhew ,men! when hey are 
to--believe:them; and! when :novto'do 
ſo; and I miſtake much, if what hath 
bean:{aid danot:make this apparent. © 

-- 8, And hetefore-laſtly, :tobririg; all 
to a fival ae, -'F dornot know./'any; 
thing ſoicertain ia” xgrriger: of the d1- 


© (-vinity ofa-Miracle,-as: the end -and <f- 
\ ks of its {f the! daftrine' thas itvis 


1 wrought 


| wr Ti doxy;. \ 45 | 
_ widaghr40ſaireft, ibe plainly Pure and 
holy,>x'-wyfters Ardec of , Godlineſs; 
andithe ets thatr dfoducethvinmment 
be anſwerable, 7. e. the. bringing then 
off from! Idolatr wer taloranauc to 
live.celigionsa hokyi lives." 
And upon'theſe Twoaetoutnts eh - 
cially, weſballfiid>Orgez/and moſt of 
che-fieſt-Apologiſts, /proving 'the Di- 
vinity-6of our! Saviours Miracles; and 
arguingithe Miracles boaſted: by: the 
Heathen; 2:0 be Helliſh.and Diabolical, 
becaufeſth : were all: done; «s ankle 
af (6124;)28\ Ortgen © ſpeaks,” to" the te- 
ceivablentſs of unri hteoulneſs, and to 
draw meririto Ido w_y and all man- 
ner. offilthjnefs: 

| Anditruly-(for — own part $ do 
not. Irnodr]: -upon: what any: man'can 
fafely-reft'im this matter, but-upon this. 
The deſign and effect of Miracles is the 
beſt [zdex-of them. - Wherea doQtir 
upon due ſearch, : is-rruly- divine's 
holy, and' contrived. to. no--other eh, 
but = is by —— oy ca L 
wrougnt prom rs -Or- at, to 
atdulhes nat Divinity of their Do <4 
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and MidGoa'; IT theveis doubtleſs #lþ(4ho 
moſt: ,vaqueſtionable ) evidence - 'off 
erath,, 'that evenGod himſelf is- able to 
gut -: 
| Sp that the holineſs of a Dadrins, 
proves the Divinity of the Miracle, as 
wellas the Divinity of the Miracle at- 
teſts the'truth ofthe Pottrine. - - 
Andithis is founded upon this. moſt 
eertainrealon, that the Dewil isa:hater 
ogdnefs, and - therefore will -riever 
any: thing, [to]. Encourage: on pro- 
mote-it amongſh men: All his-Intereſt 
lieshanocher way; i and his) kingdom is 
ſuppertedby finand-wickedntſs. /. 
-But,God-1s 2lover. of holinels, it is 
hisown very Life and Image ;i-and- as 
all his worksof Providence are:intend- 
ed for the gw of Souls, ſoalbbis works 
*of / wonder eſpecially are: deſigned to 
make men yl ly, wad: therefore ſhall 
never attelt any doctrine but what con- 
duceth: to that great purpoſe. - 

E-have now Sir,'no: mans threads. on 


| this -great ſubjact,:-but | ondji:to ſhow 


. pn: that I ami not-fingular jr this:No- 
————— will pleaſe t0i beat the 


trouble 
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- thorities, which T am apt to think, 
wall fignthe as much with youas the 
.. whole Sanhedrim.: The Learned Gro= 
- ticis, and the httle leſs Learned Doctor 


ſlatisfaQion upon, in any other, but 
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trouble. of reading any the-large dif 
eouties of the Jewſp Rabbies: on this 
fabje&;, you fhall find this tobe the on- 
ly ſolid thing to be ſafely relied upon, 
and.indecd thar upon winch they are 
forced at laſt to rely chiefly upon. 

- - But:E ſhall mention to you two aw- 


Stllzneg fleet ; if you read the Notes of 
the firftupon 2 Thefſ.:2. 9. you willfind 
his opinion to- be exattly conſonant to 
what I have been propoſing. AndifF. 
cums pleaſe to remember (what I 
w you: have read) the Ninthand: 
Tenth Chapters of the Dean's Origines: 
Sacre, ( in the latter of which he faiths. - 
as much to diſtinguiſh true Divine Mi-- - 
racles from falſe, as 1 think the matter 
can poſhbly bear ) you will- find, that: 
though he lay down other marks, and” 
certainly fay as much upon them as ra-. 
tionally can be faid, yet truly there's 
but-little to fix contentedly and with: * 


theſe 
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theſe Two viz. the nature: and aeſh 
of the [wigs vis they do atteſt; and thi 
efiets they produce i in the minds of 


mcn. 

-Andnow Sir, before T put a period 
to this Chapter, T ſhall Cand I do not 
well know where better): add another 
Conſideration, of ſome  moment-'to 
ftrengthen out ' preſent ' Aſſertion*? 
And that is from the. conſideration: of 
the true notien of Herefie. For if the. 
| — Rs" judge this: thing by, be 

eſs alſo, then.I - think it wilt be 
another good addition to our preſent 
urent. 

{ © conſider then that as Hereſie is 
marked in holy Scripture as" a 'very- 
great fin, .and as ſeverely charaQerized 
as :any-other ſin whatſoever ; : ſo the 
chief reaſon why it is ſo, is becauſe it. 
1s fome meaſure or other a receſſion 
fram: tlicrholineſs, and from that faith 
that: i is the: foundation and ſupport of. 
JE" 2 £07: 

For cherefore are Hereticks called 
menof coxrupt minds, Reprobates con-. 
Condernanigar : faith, Enemies to God, | 


and 
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{ andAntichriſts, :all- which charaQters 
3 dodenote not their Error fo mich in 
 } mhattersof Faith,as-in praftice; and im- 
ply: their. ſecefſions chiefly from the 
rules of holineſs. 

And the «truth is, according tothe 
ſenſe of the beſt Antiquity, men doſo 
fax; ona from.the faith, as chey do - 

lineſs, and they are Hereticks 
on i be that, but eſpecially for thas. - 

I dovery well know how much men 
are alterd-now-in their conceits about 
| Henke _ . ro they were of old : 

nd the multiplying Articles; of faith, 
and adgptin Explications of them in-. 

tothe -Greeds, .is too clear an erik 
of it, forme. men. making theſe things: 
advantages upon which to condemn! 
for: Herefie preſently whatever. in any 
thing difters from them. - _ 
But Sir, theſe things move me very 
little, unleſs it be to lament, and com- 
miſrate the uncharitableneſs af: MEAL in 
this matter. D 

He that would have a right. notion; 

of Hereſie, muſt ſearch. whar the 
—_ and  Apoſtolick Apes called 


by 
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by that. name, and” not. pre 
Dk as Hereſte every: 


rs from him. And 'whoever willt4o | 


fo, will find that Herefic | is Hereſiq, 


becauſe it is a work of the fleſh, wouG 


Gate x «biyulO. INfaoxenua, 1 wicked 
opinion, and an ungodly dottrine, (ut 
error '77 materia prattich, in-pr 
not in df wes only, fomerhing hat 
was amuls 7x genere morum. 
112 For Faith/is called iby 
S. Paul, %ar" «ods 1 
"Ou Abivy a' doctrineaci 


3 Tim, 6. z. 
cording' to: Godlineſs ; [and thoſt that 


are 'Hetrzeticks, are called unjaſt, un- 


clean, tincharitabk, -perjured ' perſohs, 
and for- that reaſon are faid ro-0ppoſe 


ſounddoQrine; 
'And that this only is'the true notion 


of Hereſi e, may be made further toap- 

; From theſe Two primitive and 
Scriptural « obſervations. : | 

x. The -conſidering thoſe perſons: 


_anddodrines that were branded with 
that: lf character by rhe Apoſtles, 


ap 


"2, Their carriage towards the 
Converes'ja the -great matter .of''Cir-- 


cumecui- 


| 
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enithciffori, and tie Taw of Cereins- 
Ales. ©: 
ay 4 1Of the Eirft: you will fad in rhe 
Apoſttes times bat's very few; noran 
the Age inumneduarely, ſucceeding: 
Sornie teflus'not above ſeven, and eve- 
ye one of them gr for 95D Iea- 
oh, becauſe th ht prattical Im- 
In, or nn {ſuc "Articles in. the 
upon whictthe ER gfho- 
line ons 5s we 2 _ 
_ It  Tionftrous 
—_ of rhe , and blaſpl 
mousthings of hi fas "Ebiop and C - h 
rinthus Aente the Trany of Chi! 
ene the obfervation © Fit Moſa 
"2nd aflowed; undleannefs, ar) 
bad Ver Theoterns about laſt,” 
Kd apt ed 525 true of Menander 
Befilidvs, © erporrates, "%c. who le < 
nions were erefore Rb Herouc 
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you will b_ my « ly fur they. | 
were from cenſuring any errors pre- / 
- - ſently for Hereligs, if they, maintained | 


hriſtian Fait Do and. the, 2 Has. prone 


een 


the. Lak and 
know 
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great- Conacil Hick: were all FA 
in favour to therh, and” corhret wecef” 
ſary only in order t to, the- avoiding Jan: 
dal to them, as wis alſo'the 6bſervari- 
on of the ſeyenth'day Sabbath for ſome 
Centuries of years, "only for* the fame 
reaſon. © + 

- Fronf whence we ra y faſely colleft 
thus much, thar in thoſe elf and moſt 
cliatitable of t times, \no man was. count- | 
ed dt Heretick that did erre op# mente; 
arid'zetain'd a neceſſity of holineſs, oh 
a belief of © the great grounds* upo 
which that neceſhty wis founded. 
- Ant'now Sir; this Additiott wall 
not he inipertinent to: 6ur purpoſe ; = "for 
all HeretjeaFdoctrines ur ome of 
otheriEontrar} umts holineſs act their 
being Ss, is the regſon' of chelr being 
then! r; andVWMlethey are not one, 
we ongheby-n no'rieajts -to 0 kh ag 
other: unleſs wewnl' imitate tea 12, 


fi 
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n: of Herehe more fully fe thin 't 
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England, and all 
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once | 
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unjuſt feverity.;of the late Fn : 


"From ence- = BD takes liberty 


— WP EW WW R9x_I_IXM VV a” 


TP ro POR wo bbs» EP TIy Keds hn: wes: T , =? 4 Rata 0. P's 4 What 2) k c 
R EE Ro a eF Oo Een Eoe Ets 5 . < Y EDITS » p: 
> "7 OY ry 4 £ , bo ” 
Tos, y ag > 2 4 
'% 33 ad 5 ' , 
þ 3K, : ®'7"'F a” 5 
\ » G i a Y i; 8 , y ! % % % % 
F; d I 4 
. 


# upofi all thee contradith holi- 
neſs and a good life, and are vented to 


" the diſorder and diſturbance of the Go- 


vernmeit. either: of the Kingdom or 
Church. 
And therefore Ido not well ſee whit 


| diſſervice it cah do that Tliurch\'which 


is ar-envugh from ithperiouſly 1mp0- 
4 A ; upon the Conlciences of ntien;\and 
rigorous tying ther upto exact: comm- 
= withit jnall doctrines, \ but" al- 

$ ( as all Churthes miuſt-whe 

ey will or no) .a liberty to mens 
a; provided they reſ&vithan | 
totheinfelves, und vent them. nor” Wo 
order: ro Sehifats and Fadtion,: 101 Dato? 
_- Bub-whether it be thus of not; is tot 

(buſineſs 20 Jetermink, 'much-feſ# 
hah comihg me 10: nindertake to tevch 
thoe above te whar to fay or think : 
by, 1 hve greatmir” 
honour .for the: me of - Dr: Tayzor,” 
that I would not amonh, have airy ill 


thing$blot his memory; [mad would | 
de hore tharichis {we i tiny ws 
er ) to cauſe it might ior. Sk; 
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CHAP VI 


The Arguments from reaſon for the toof 
of the Collettion :; Four of theſe. pro- 
pounded 5. ade Tworinſiſted on in. this 
_ Chapter:: The firſt, take# from the:ends 
of theſe Twv/ Spirits! in the World * 
The ſecond: from" the. great «few: 6 
pendent aps pure of 


f. coi wt 


iND: now-I amt io diherde to, ads 
vance'to the:Stcond way, 1 pro- 
poſed for the proof of: this Afﬀertion'z 
and: that 1s from 'Reaſon. and: Art - 'f 
merits; :and there-areiFour'ofitheſe I- * 
ſhall chuſe toinkiſt an ; nat tharx; Ithiok * - 
them the:only ones! werhaver in this 
matter, but {fo ſufficient ;thit-; they | 
may ſuperſede all need-of others. -:;_: 
'17:The firſt ſhallibe taken! front the - 
conſiderttion of the-different 'ends ang. | 
deſigns; of:: theſe twp = xrrnk inoabeb | 
World. SILL 3010 (Ot. 5 Þ 'B) | 


"- " I O% S - ; Th 4 { 
yy 4 £3 B w_ " A 2, c . 


b: g ad Sur o 4 A”... 5 4 pl aac 7 DOT EEE Ne" ROO IEP] 2/3 wethants- ) ho Y 
: LH or RE Ge Be te oak : | Rk BC igs LP gs 21> Whe 
tt a re fl NT he ON, » Gt 
4 : - : 2; LAB 
/ 
' . - Lo # 
- . 
4 . 'y, 


2 The pak from ha oreat and 
and _ n of Chriſtian Religion, 

e third from the inconvenience 
of DAienting any other Rule beſides | 
this in this caſe. 

4. From the manifeſt advantage of 
this above any other, that can be {0 
ſubſtituted. 

"Theſe Four things will give aſſu- 
rance-enough tothis, truth, and make 
it veryevident.'. . !; 

- I. Tbegin with..the firſt, which i is 
taken from the conſideration of the de- 
{iignsthat theſe-two 'Spirits haye in the. 
World::: The ſtrength of which ar 
| ment:to our preſent et wall Fa 
F vert {elf in theſe two or three canſe- 
q=Arial notices; -.- 
+ I6:Birit, :As theſe are direQly co 
rar t0 each other, lo they ML needs 
uppoſed to intend, apd drive.ondif- 
as. aims and Jafigns i in the, World. 
Ti Spr® of truth-is the Spirit of God, _ 
"| the Spiric 'of errqr. is; the Spirit of the 
"i Des! ::;And when ;light and darkneſs ; 
are;regpnciled;.cach to. other; ' when 
Chron Belia/ (ESQ my then 
E 3 "  _ 


3. 


may we ſuppoſe theſs Two! 'Spiries to 
conſents, and / agree together in the 
—_ doſixns, but not- before. There 
C17 £18 nO- communion Ciaith 
3 Cor. 6, 14... the Apoſtle) P46 XOIYrie, 
: nothing thar's i in common, 
nothing that's mutually ſhared betwint 
light and darkneſs : But as ſoon as one 
appears, the other preſently fliesaway, 
as when reyes of the morning dif- 
cover themſelves, the dark ſhades run 
away, andhide theinſelves onthoother 
fide of this' Globe : And fo itis with 
theſo two. Spirits, they are inconſiftent- 
' ly oppoſite, find contrary each toother, 
and can-never be any more reconeiled 
i-theird&fgns, than they arc in their 
| natures : But thoſe will-ftilt be as difſe- 
rent as theſe are, as we ſee it Rilfto be 
in alt other things, whoſe natures are 


contrarpeach'to other; 
2.28 aMPth Ae Hh? 'that 


idhe frond,” 6r ars ſagy #fted 't0 mein by 
theſe two Spirits, muſÞ nieeds/be ſup 
wy to an = rf t6-theſs: Aifforent 
£ an ned on pur to/Pro- 
"Fo fopps S rpoſbeopr iſe, 


were 


were toIimagi ne them al to their own 
ſg; leQful of them, 
leaſt dull 'and ſhar t-ſighted, and Hl lnahle 
to'chufe or pitch upon proper means 
for the promoting: of the ſame z when 
no man hath any reaſon to _—_ ei- 
ther oftheſe things : For the Spirit of 
God is both Omniſcient and ARive, 
and can never.fail either toknow what 
doQrines will beſt comport with its 
great defign among men, of to purfing, 
and reveal thoſe doArines to men, 
when it hath pitched on them. And 
he that will confider how very fubtila 
= the Devil is, and how unweari- 
ly reſtleſs in his own de- 
in the world, by frye think 
mi nNorant yaa tO u 
fuck rines #5 are conducin ro Fon 
#n, nor flow and bow to oþ- 


Py the belief: of rhe 
| that think: erwiea he the Spt- 
Fit = _ ly term 
of God, ang, 45 mack sf he 
printer thi by to his own welfare 
and fafe rives himigff of that 
comfort, Ntich would Om from the 
Eq _— 
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Lion for his ſtrengthy 
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Spirit of truth for) bis; good, i! And.he 


hear fy belief. of the: ct and ; 
Providence, and -Watchfulnets;of the | 


that. thinks, otherwiſe of, the Spitit: of | 


Error, and: looks upon- the--Devil-ct- 


ther as.a.dull.and- ,unaCtive, Dx a: lilly 
and. ignorant Spirit, is -imprudent. ang 


1NJUTIOUS, £0 himſel5..in underyaluing 


mp Enemy, - againſt; whoſe ;ſubtilty 


nd ſtrength, his utmoſt endeavours 
Jill. be [little enough. He 45 ;called-a 
and an-.gld Ser- 
pent for.-his {ubrilty, : and- his; re{tleſ- 
nels to execute the e &ts of both, ret 
.der,him Jalely formicable. 
.-3- Tlyrdly,- the: great endsof. theſe 
mitt ihe, warldare only;theſe, 
ee rally;and truly boly; and 
& them xcally. impure ww vici- 
Fhe-fclt: is the, great deign,of 
MAE tN, —_ the 
Ce. -'T 6ſt the Spirit of 
Cake oy 7onl to 
Haſs p #5 Sg - the 
De inly No Ihe ſuretway 
t0- = Peoeh "oe aud 3 mnyle; 
rable-. iT SUL + 2110" vo Ua3iiw 
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There 
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irChanwncods) -not. 4 a —_—_ 
ahirrach. -of --our Argument; -the 
tures are: copious in-attefting the 
rutltofitign both hands. - The igreat 
——= the Spirit>in-the -O::T\y; was 19 
figive with. many as: is -intimated- by 
Meſesg: Gen: 6.5.: 1:01.40 withdraw hin 
framdib,}and tainduce-him to.thelove 
andpraGiceof vertue:: [And the: fame 
45 theend-he- 15: ſent: for/1n the. New, 
to.convinee. men'oh tht: evi ot-{uy; -of 
the gain-:of righteoulae(s, and. (88'8 
means: to-bot! )- tO! alk 
theny19f the: certdirity ; of. Job 36: 8, - 
Judgment; andrfor this 7-14, 
xeaſgnyis:called the: Spirit of. holineſs 
often, not only becauſe he is eſſential 
and:;cinugntly 10: himielt, pur likewiſe 
becauſe his: faamn bubneſs-i 15-: to:teach 
and encourage menito:berſp tod, and 
to aſhſi{then: in-being-faithful to-thoſs | 
encogragtements and icachings;' { +: 
- Ald :thear0nm the-ether - hand, :as it 
allyrascugthatichefrſiin of man owed 
it alto the tetnptationiand ſuggeſtion 
of theDexil,{ it aflhres us that all-his 
8 enddatoun cri fangs n hath-\heen's tos 
"138 heighten 
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x yg and to promote the 
love ame pf wick among : 
- men, ' For this reaſon he Een 1 
called the 6 worces;, ' the wicked ons, | 


notanly upon the' account of his own 
wickodgels, bur for bis riv paper 


ro te that wi 
by Indwing man iow all the fd Ce 
— nd for the ſame reaſon he 
is called The Enemy, and theeffefts of | 
his Pony Enmity chiefly diſcover themſelves | 
the foe? ite to make men 
ke like himſelf, and fotobringon | 
thema-portion of thoſe torments that 
2re reſerved for himſelf, and for al} 
thoſemad Sons of men that are wicked 
35 hes. 'F 
was whoſoever obſerves his efings 
are recorded in the Scei 
rh bue conſule the fitories- of his 
Sing with the Heathen world; exa- 
mine A the doQrines which h# taught 
them, then fs Tn and modes ' of Re- 
bgion inſtituted aniong them, 
Ml clearly ſes how alf thoſe doQrines 
zended tofin, and how the whole body 
We the Heathen "ulidy; "wits ine 
Ons Tos what 
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what the. Apoſtle calls it, a myſtery of 
' Now from theſe things the fi | 
of the argument will diſcover 'it ſelf, 
Forſinceall the deſign of the. Spirit of 
truth is to make |men holy, to guide 
them intoall truth, that it may thereby 
kadthem toall goodneſs: And fince 
the Spirit of error defigns direftly the 
contrary: And fince all the doQrines 
that ifſue fram theſe, are diretedonl 

to theſe great ends : It muſt needs fol. 
low, that whatever doctrine tends to 
holineſs muſt needs iſſue from the Spi- 


ritof Truth: And whatever tends to * 


the contrary, muſt needs proceed from 
the Spirit of Error, And that this is a 
ſure and ſafe way to judge whence t 
proceed by. For theſe two Spirits wilt 
ever be true to their own purpoſes and 
intereſts, and will atways have an eye” 
to the -promoting of. them, in all the” 
dottrines that they propoſe to the Faith 
20 Aalachies' Arhyenns be. 

2. Another Argument may- be 
drawn from the great end and defigr. 
of Chriſtian Religion, For if ve_ 

By > , po 
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rebuild with the other. 

Now he that: will-conſider and exa- 
mine this Religion with thati ſeriouſ. 
pes and impartiality that things of this 
nature. may juſtly 'expe&t, and chal- 
lenge from all men,: will ſoon find that 


"eq 556543 S7:4t is Indeed what. S. Paul 


Calls: wuonerer cursCeias, 4 
, rapftery of godlinef.--* 


et 3+ WF 


\ The fs of: it; the ever bleſſed 


Llanes indeed the Lamb of. Gad, 
for, his-fpotleſs InNacency,: as wellas 
cher reaſons. 1391; 

© periect pattern of all holineſs and 
VErtue; «A - divine: perſon whoſe -life 
was never {pllied with the leaſt of thoſe 


_ crimes, which-fo horribly ſtained the . 


lives of the Heathen Deities. Whoſe 


| moos approvedit felf-{o clearly to 


tys vey; adge, ; as; to: extort from 


[1 
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juſt 


PCT T8 | 


e. the-author thereof . prudent: and. | 
" wile every. doQtrine therein. will. be Þ 
ſo contrived, as to comport with, and | 
. promote the greit aim of the whole; } 
- otherwiſe -he would in effteQt' pull down 
_. with one hand, what he endeavoured 


bo an xonfellion,. that che was @ 
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juſt —< Yeathitmoſt* 5-2 7/7: 
Envious /;and Critical ob- fie ©7- 24s * 


1 ferver;/ as well as Virulent 4 


accuſer of good men, conkiof Kind TY 


1 thing whereof to accuſe the bleſſed Jes 
fs :.7T he Prince of this world conieth axd 


findeth, nothing in me. 

Andif you look into the Kyi 
that:he/anſtituted in the: world, you | 
wil onfind howexaGly it reſembles 
and bears the lineaments of its holy 


_ Author, in all the parts of ir. - 2A its: 


precepts and commands are: ſo many” 
mjuidctions of all the inſtances *of Hole” 
nels,” or prohibitions of the”; contrari 

inſtances of wickedneſs and vice. Al 

its promiſes are great encouragemetits- 
to.induce men to coinply with che par-” 
pole of thoſe commands: Arid x8? 
threawings are addetl:only todeteriand 


affright them from all neglect and won? | 


tempt of the ſame.” ©: L0 
And ſhould we-ſurvey the Anticless 
of its Faith, and the doctrines that it + 
opolzth- to: the belief-of men,” we. 
ould-foon- find how + mighty tir: wel ) 
—_—_ are: all contrivecÞ'to © Gamar” the? 
Ame 


gud to be 
is; 5. 


excellently conducive to 


Chriſtian Reli ion, thit it dot! 
uy poſeany uſeleſs Theorems, curday 


and ulprofitable ſpeculations to' its 
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ficient . reaſon upon which to.,rejet 
them.from being. Rules in this.calſe; 
eſpecially 2g 
-4+:If we compare this that Iam con- 
tending: for, and conſider the- evident 
adyantapes that it hath above them, 
andthe Pl difficulties that. it is preſſed 
withal;+ I have . partly hinted- before 


that-there are theſe rwo things greatly 
needful; in ſuch a Rule, facility,-.and 
- IB: he lafety ; 


| akey 


ſecondly, 


T es eo Aotmething" 
and: 24 ren that ir claims' before 


the; 


of both theſe charafers : For firſt, it 


is calle #6 DB 
of cotatnion either ktiow ledge: 


7 and>what- is : tiox-: cen the know- 


fireiniprinted on oarvery natures; and 
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rior fuy- who ſhall aſend- into Heaven? 
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+ "that it be both eaſe and laſer} 

hates ebyYand T'think it a- fairofer, } 

- the Rule that bids faireſt in theſe twvo, 5 

— TJetit be accepted. 'T ſhall thereford IF 
a while confider it more abſolutely? nity 
= iti p6int both of eafineſs and ſafe: Þ 

ty: at compare it a little } 


theſe that have-/been named, and - 
of the advantage ; 


+4] Tt-s A Rule that is truly capable | 
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infall 


ten-it, with his own hand : Aindievery 


ent be! ws macs hey Iituis 1 
y-certain;:and any! doftrine | 

ruly: tends-to0! the promoting holi-. 1 
neſs, is as undoubtedly  Chriftianand F 
Divine, andtrue, a5 if God hdd writ- } 


doQrine: that trulypromotes anda [2 


courageth the practice. of [vicky -35:28 
certainly falſe bow didbolical;:ad if wie 
 faw x proceed out of the moinhiof the 


h .' And ſecondly,':ifarman 
hol rn 4 


e $0; etrgy\ while checreally 
Arg vey eth- for: this: 4: thiok! 1c 
—_ ately be-laid-thaterroris nat dant: 
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| xand his:igtereſt, ,where'the 
; y alt; 4nd innocent. an nood; 
and, where. thatc1$:49,.; Ido not. Know 
how.tarallany thing» firs 0 10 20013 
Thisd;taks tg be; certain; an: haned 
heart! vOng its Gnoerg 6x. true: cindea- 


vour, And.intending yeally. ro. embrace | 
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tfafe.,; God's, good ;Providente: and 
arace « mallſuperiarend. and aſſt futha 
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man, that he ſhall either not fall into 
anyerror at all, or at leaſt not into any 
damnable one : God"s Spirit will lead 
him into all truth, that is really need-' 
ful for him to know. 

2. Should we now make a compari- 
{on between this and the others, upon. 
theſe two things, we ſhould preſently 
ſee to which the advantage would in- 
cline. Some of them are not ſafe to 
judge by, and ſome not eafie to do lo, 
and ſome again neirher of the two, as 
would eaſily be made appear, ſhould 
we again review, and diſtinitly 'confi- 
der them; which becauſe I have not 
leiſure, ora mind todo my ſelf, Ifſhall 
beg and truſt you or any other to do for 
me. I am ſure he will find all thoſe 
clogged with ſome inconveniences, 
from which this is either wholly, or in 
a great meaſure free ; which I take to 
be a good reaſon, upon which to give it 
the preference above them. 

Not but that I can eafily foreſeethat 
this Rule alſo may be preſſed with ſome 
difficulties, and could we lay down a 
Rule which were not, we {hould-then 
G antich- 
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anticipate our future ſtate, and con- 


trivea way to ſecure man from all pol: - 


ſibility of error, which in this imper- 
fect ſtate is a thing rather to be wiſhed 
than hoped for : We muſt therefore in 
this make as good a ſhift as we 'can, 
and chuſe that as the ſafeſt, which 
leaſt fubjetts us unto error, or at leaſt 
to the feweſt: which becauſe this 
doth, T therefore propoſe it as the beſt 
\ thing to be attended to in this-caſe : 
 Andoaly further add, that whatever 
miſtakes we may be ſubject to in judg- 
ing by this, we may in a great meaſure 
ſecure our ſelves from, by attending to 
thoſe direCtions for the management of 
this judgment, that the next Chapter 


will make known to us. 
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C H A P. VEIL. 
Six ko laid down to be alfiovid by 1 in 
our jadging by this Twie, and three of 


theſe inſiſted p01, 


"THE ing ofall doctrines be! 
p hn Og a difficult thing, _s 
no Rule to judge by being fo mighty 
plain, but” that men may be incident 
unto error in their \applications: of it 
( as the former Chapter 1ntimated ) it 
will be needful to:contrivedgairiſt _ 
error as well as: we: can, and'to 
ſerve from all mifapplyim +a. An Rule 
much as may be: In order: [to which 
thereare the ſox chings which I ſhall 
preſcribe to be obſerved carefully by us 
inthis matter. 
r. That inour judging by thisR __ 

we conſider the dottrines only, 
_ the men that "Po and: maintain 
LHem. 


G 2 2. That 
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| 2. That we conſider doQtrines not 
only in themſelves, and ſpecious a 
pearance, bur in their natural and di- 
rect conſequences. ' - 

3. Thatwe be ſincere and unpreju- 
diced in conſidering, and do not allow 
our ſelves to pervert or wreſt them. 

4. That doctrines, or modes of Re- 
ligion be not conſidered only in ſome 
o_ inſtances, but complexly and 

| <4 That men have a right notion of 
holineſs,: and conſider duly both in 
what things it doth conſiſt, and all 
thoſe things too. Nh, 

- 6. That+holineſs be conſidered not 
only in 1ts immediate exerciſe, but to-- 
gether with all the ; helps, advantages 
and encouragements to 1t. 

' Theſe are Rules enough to be obſer- 
ved by us in this matter, and I cannot 
eaſily foreſceeany great inconveniences + 
that we ſhall be preſſed with, or inci- 

dent unto, if we keep us cloſe, and at- 
tend carefully tothem. 

I. The firſt is, that in our judging 
of things by this Rule, we conſider _ 

| Co” 5 y 
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ſy -the doQrines themſelves, and not 
the men that make profeſſion of them; 
for otherwiſe we ſhall be greatly in- 
aps 700g and perplexed in our thoughts, 
and 1n great danger of pronouncing 
wrong judgment, we may acquit the 
guilty, and condemn the innocent, we 
may be enſ{nared to embrace the worſt, 
and to caſt off the beſt and trueſt do- 
Qrines. 

Thereare few things more common, 
than to ſee Hereticks and- venters of 
ftrange and pernicious DoQtrines, -to 
behave themſelves with the greateſt 
ſeeming ſtriftneſs and caution of any 
men. Our Saviour therefore. repre- 
ſents them as wearing 5 
ſheeps cloathing, the ſhew <attb. 7. 15; 
ofa mighty innocence, and 
putting on the diſguiſe of all poſſible 
ſanQity : And S. Parl informs us of 
much-what the ſame thing, when he 
lays down among their 
other charaQters this of ha- # Tin. 3. 5. 
ving a form of Godlineſs. 

And the truth is, they were very 
imprudent and filly, if they ſhould ap- 
1970. G3 - pear 
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pear otherwiſe,” this is the fureſt way 
they can poſſibly take; to gainefteem 
to themſetves, and reputation to the 
doctrines they would proſelyte. men'in- 
to a belief of: well knowing that error 
in its native dreſs and true: colours 
would never be entertain'd by 'men, 
and therefore it is carefully apparelPd 
in a falſe and ſpecious garb, by which 
it ſteals mens atteciions, and cheats 
| them intoalove and eſteem of it. And 
_ asdeſfigning-men cloath their dottrines, 
commonly they do' themſelves ; for 
the firſt great bufinefs of a Seducer is 
to gain a + 159 of being holy and 
g00d, which when it! is once gotten, - 
will eaſily infipuate and make way for 
his doQrine ; for men eaſily believe 
and 'follow ſuch men, and do not fear 
Impoſture 'from thoſe that they eſteem 
holy and good. | | 
Andon the other hand, it is often: 
( toooften God knows) ſeen, that men 
detain' the truth in unrighteouſnefs, 
believe well and Orthodoxly, and yet 
are falſe totheir own faith, and trea- 
cherousto their avowed principles, and 
- never 
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never live conſonantly to either. And 
by this means greatly reproach and 
ſcandalize their own moſt holy profeſſi- 
on, as the impure Gzoſticks did Chri- 
' ſtianity at the firſt: And if the faith of - 

ſuch men were to be meaſured by their 
lives, and the effets it hath on them, 
they were doubtleſs the greateſt Here- 
ticks inall the world. 

This is a ſuggeſtion which as it re- 
flets a great Teal of reproach and 
ſhame upon ſiich men, ſo it beſpeaks 
the great heed and care of others, . that 
they be not haſty preſently to judge 
mens Religion only by their actions : 
For many men wear paints and diſgui- 
ſes to conceal a rotten faith; and too 
many are cateleſs and fooliſh, and un- 
mindful of adorning a true one. | 

It were eaſe to cite the beſt Antiqui- 
ty to vouch the reaſonableneſs and 
prudence of practiſing this Rule. For 
therefore the primitive Fathers of the 
Church, when the ſeeming Sanctity of 
Heathens and Hereticks was objected 
to them, did ſtrongly endeavour toex- 
poſe their doQtrines, and to ſhew that 
G 4 {uch 
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ſuch things*were not really the eftecs - 
of them, but-fucss and paints on pur- 
_ poſe to give reputation to them. And 
when on the other hand, they were 
preſſed with the profane lives of ſome 
of their own way, they preſently ap- 
pealed to the principles of their Religi- 
.on, and throughly vindicated them, 
from any way influencing, or inclining 
men to {uch evil things: And havin 

done ſo, proceeded to diſclaim theſe 
men as falſe Brethren, and no true Ca- 
tholicks, and therefore pleaded it an 
unjuſt thing to argue againſt Chriſtians 
from the impure lives of {ome that pro- 
feſſed, but begged it as a reaſonable 
. thing, that they would allow them the 
ſame favour, which they themſelves 
challenged in the like caſe, v-z. that 
the failings of ſome pretended Chriſti- 
ans might no more be objected againſt 


' thedivinity and truth of that Religion, 


than the vices of ſome Philoſophers 
were thought meet, to diſparage the 

credit and truth of all Philoſophy. _ 
2. Theſecond Rule is, that wecon- 
lider doctrines not only in themſelves 
| an 
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and f{pecious appearances, but in thoſe 


conſequences that naturally and dire&t- 


I ly iſſue from them : For it-is not more 


true of men, than of doctrines ſome- 


.times, that they put on a very ſpecious 


and fair outſide, and in their preſent 
appearance ſeem mighty innocent, 
which yet ifa man cloſely inſpect, and 
ſearch into, he-will ſoon find to be ve- 
ry:poiſonous and deſtruttive in the con- 


_ ſequences of them. This 1s always 1n 
ſome | meaſure true of all Errors and 


Hereſlies that are, one way. or other 
they. are pernicious in their 1ntend- 
ments, and if they be ' purſued to their 


juit' conſequences, certainly delſtru- 


Qtive. 

Let me give you one /ecimes of this 
inſtead of many, I would fain know 
what ſeems more innocent, and of bet- 
ter effect, than that all men ſhouldat- 
tend to that meaſure of light, that 15 1n 
theirown breaſts? Hearken carefully 
to that Ac ipiv baTeTO., ( as ſome 
Ancients called a - mans Conſcience ) 
that good Genzzs in a man's own Bo- 


ſom : And doubtleſs it were good —_ 
| 1 


—-— 
x 


act much better than many do. 


- . But yet who ſees not the dangerthat Þ 
lurks under this fair pretence, and | 
what horrid conſequences flow from it, 

when driven to its true purpoſe ? How Þ 
it wholly evacuates the ſatisfaction of F 


Chriſt, and all neceſſity of a Saviour : 
Decries all need of Divine affiſtance 
and Grace: Renders wholly uſeleſs'the 
Divine Inſpirations : Makes every 


man his own infallible Oracle and 


Teacher : Expoſeth a man to the de- 
ceptions of that ſubtil and watchful 
Spirit; and finally opens a way for 
every man to do that which is rightin 
his own eyes. | OE: 

Tt were as ealie to inſtance in ſome 
other doctrines of this mad Sect, and all 
others among us at this'day, and ſhew 
how even the moſt itmocent_. of them 
( I mean in which they differ from the 
Church ) to be deadly and mighty miſ- 
chievous when purſued and driven 
home to their+ proper | conſequences : 
and perhaps Sir, that may be done, if 
you require1t, hereafter, a, 

1 In 


a Sn  ..c. _ an i.c< , 


"94 Dietythe Beſt Rule © 
-did this, and ifthey did ſo, they would : 
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In the mean time, this will render 
1 it mighty neceſſary and wiſe, not to 
4 conſider erroneous doctrines only in 
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d } theirfair appearances, but to examine 
, 4 carefully what the conſequences and 
V 4 effetts of them are. 

fy} Andſo on the other ſide likewiſe, 
+ | there aremany dottrines in the Chri- 
& {| ſtan Religion Orthodox and Divine, 
> | that perhaps at firſt ſight may appear 
7 | very irrelative to practice, or at leaſt 
| | ofnogreat moment to the purpoſes of 


life : Yea, which to ſome men may ap- 
pear unreaſonable, and purely ſpecula- 
tive, which yet when a man hath exa- 
mined cloſely, and conſider well of, 
may be found 'very important, and 
greatly concerning, and very condu- 
cive to many real purpoſes of goodneſs. 
And it will not be eaſfie to inftance in 
any, which I cannot ſhew to be condu- 
cive to ſome great inſtances of holineſs, 

| and whoſe truthand divinity I dare not 
undertake to make good by the ſame. 

}. The third Rule is, that we be 
ſincere; and honeſt in our confidering_ 
doQrines, before we bring — 

19018 


there 1s no doubt but we ſhall deflect 
and warp from the truth in judgment. 


Avery little skill if there be nota great / 


deal of honeſty,will enable a man to ex- 


poſe any-dotQtrine, and thoſe men that 


can fo eaſily wreſt the holy Scriptures, 
doubtleſs can as ealily pervert any do- 
ctrine though never ſo holy. 

Facile eft invenire baculum, ſaid 
the old adage, and it holds. true both 
ways ; he that comes either with a 
prejudice againſt, or a prepoſſefſion for 
any doQtrine, will eafily find faults 
againſt the one, though never ſo ratio- 
nally, and ſomething to juſtifie his 

kindneſs to the other, though never ſo 
weakly afſerted: And when men will 
permit intereſt or paſſion, or: humour 
or prejudice, or- any ſuch thing to fit. 


upon the Tribunal, and have a: hand-' 


in 
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this ſtandard. IT mean that we bring ] 
with us no other deſign in the world,! 
but really to know what ſuch doctrines; 
are, and tend unto : For if any other} 
thing behad in aim, any. other deſign; 
or prejudice be permitted to mingle} 
with our ſearches into theſe things, ' 
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Þ in judging dodtrines, it is notto be ex- 


pedted that they ſhould be judged ac- 


I cording to the real merits and truth of 


them, 


| A4 gift, ſaith Solomon, 

J #indeth the eye, or deſtroy- Eceleſ. 7.7. 
J eh the heart, and a recei- 

{ ver of them 1s ſeldom _—_— And 


it is equally true of any other by-reſpect 
or ſiniſter inclination. Nothing but a 
fixed reſolution and purpoſe to be ho- 


| neſt and juſt, and truly to inform our 
| ſelves, can enable us to be true to our 


diſcoveries, and pronounce aright con- 
cerning doQtrines in this caſe. 
It was no very unreaſonable project 


4 in the Platonifts of old, to inſtitute 


ſome previous purgations of mind, to 
be ſubmitted unto by thoſe that were 
in queſt of truth, well knowing that 
till the mind of man was unprejudiced 
and free, it was not capable of Divine 
irradiations, nor in a capacity to un- 
derſtand truth. And upon the ſame 
reaſon Ariſtotle prohibited young men 


the-{tudy of Moral Philoſophy, till they 


Thad in ſome competent meaſure ſubdu- . 


ed 
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ed the vigour, and. tamed the hurry of] 
their animal paſſions, and fenfiral in. 
And it were very well if} 
men would do ſomething like this, free} 
themſelves from all manner of partial 
anticipations, when they are going to 


clinations. 


conſider and judge for their Souls. 


And let me add Sir, there was ne- } 


ver any age wherein the obſervation of 
this Rule was more neceſſary, never 2 
time certainly wherein the effefts of 
partiality and prejudice more difcove- 


red themſelves, to the warping of mens | 


judgments, and clapping falſe biafſes 
upon them, ſo that they exther cannot, 


or will not impartially and truly weigh | 


things, or deal with any degree' of 
candor by them: wherein unjuftly to 
pervert and miſrepreſent Books, 1s to 
anſwer them, and the faſtening on 


them a defign which the Author never 
thought of, a ſufficient confutation of 
them : When men read Books on' pur- 
poſe to 'miſunderſtand and traduce 
them, and think the molt effettual way 
tobaffle and defeat them, is to buffoon 
and turn them into Ridzente. 


Let 
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©, Let megive you a few fecimensof 
A this, though I doubt not you haveal- 
fi ready obſerved them your elf. 

4 .. Can you think we {hould ever have 
4 heard ofa Rehear/a/ Tranſproſed, or an 
3 It Play thought a good anſwer to a ſe- 
F rious Book, had not this perverſe hu- 
' mour poſſeſſed ſome men that were 


proud of their great wits, and too fan- 
ciful to beable truly to — 
Could any honeft-hearted man, that 
ſincerely read over an excellent Book, 
called 7he Deſign of Chriſtianity, ever 
have traduced it as a plain undermt- 
ning the purpoſe of the Goſpel ? 
Had.we ever heard of an Aztiſozzo, 


' or a Melaes Inquirendum, ifthat Author 


had had as much honeſty as he thinks 
he hath wit? or conſidered-the do- 
Ctrines in thoſe Books ( he would ex- 
PR) with halt as much integrity, as 

e hath taken pains unworthily to mil- 
repreſent them ? 

Can you imagine Satan would ever 
have been brought upon the ſtage com- 
plemenrting Sherlock, if the Devil had 
not mightily aſlifted one Dazſor, to 

miſun- 
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miſunderſtand and pervert the' defign } 
of that Book ? 5; 


Could that perfidious doating ExiPd' } 
Frenchman have ever eſpied andrepor-, | 


ted ſuch advances of the Church of Þ 


England to Popery, had not himſelf Þ. 


made greater advances firſt towards'F 
Frenzy or Knavery ? | 

Or the late furious ColleQtor of the 
Tuvidious Parallels made ſuch a clamor-: 
with them, and ſeek 1o baſely to di- 
fturb the Aſhes, and deface the Monu- 


ments of thoſe that reſt in honour, 'but 
that ſomething made a.noiſe in his own 
head, and hindred him from hearing 
or attending to the checks of his own | 
Conſcience for ſu 


ſtice ? 


I pray God Sir, deliver you and me, 
and bleſs us from falling into the hands 
of ſuch men, who read Books on pur- 
poſe to miſunderſtand them, and con- 
fider doctrines only to expole them : 
who reaCtt the cruelty and injuſtice of 
Ancient Perſecutors, that cloathed the 

r Chriſtians in skins of Beaſts, and 
then glutted their malice and envy in + 


ch a Piece of inju- : 


worrying 


es feds. et ems a ho ae. 8 


: 3... . 
- & 


' < & I. . , Y : 
ak .. x 
: 7 ! , » \ - 
£7 YE PI IS k 6h. FT *? MS © By: 
) | / bo U 0X PF. S: OY oh ; 4 
: Ts | « 
4 - by 

*% 


worrying of them: And deal with 
Books as Procruffes did with men, rack 
them till they come up to their own 
humour, or cut them 1n pieces for not 
S doing ſo : Whofirſt tincture their own 
"3 eye, and then apprehend every thing 
 to.be of the ſame colour; or having 
their own palates vitiated, n_— as 
' | unfſavoury and bitter every thing that 
-j comportsnot with the ill affections of 
-IE;". 7 SA: 25 * | 
If it: be my hard fate to fall into 
the: hands of ſuch men, 'and be., 
treated by them as ſome of -my -Bre- 
thren have been, I'will yet have this. 
 tocomfort and ſupport me, that it 1s 
| nottruth or — bur ſpleen and 
' maliceonly that perſecute me. I ſhould 
| | be concerned indeed, ſhould I offend 
the firſt ; but if menacted by-the other 
ſpeak 'evil of me, I know who hath 
bade me rejoyce and be glad, 
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CHAP. IX 


The Fourth, Fifth and, Sixth Rules: ave 
mentioned and inſiſted on. 


4: 6 by E fourth Rule is, . that do- 
- arines-and Modes of. Religion 


 farmedby them, be not conſidered on- 
ly.ia; ſome. ſingle inftances, but com- 


exly. and - fully. in" all together.  T- 
Ra'y that we Fo not onl eta ae 
particular doQrines of a;Sett or Mode: 
_ of Religzon, and ſingly conſider them; - 
and.paisa judgment upon all np by. 


them: But that. we take a; view of 
its parts, and- examine every; inſtance 


of it throughly, eſpecially all thoſe ia 


which it ditters from others. 


For as there is very rarely or never. 


any Error without ſome mixture of 
Truth, the more to ſet it off, and give 


IT. 
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it exedif : Jo more i 15 therean a ny Seb, 
aro Relig eliploti who' doth'tiot at- 
and teach ſoine excellent 
Truths, hd ovix {dine very wholſotrt 
| doari ES: Agd' it will etbbiird coh- 
 cern evety Air 6 cha would not be in- 
| trapped , Hot only to conſider 
ſire Ps 7th whole "Hail of rheir 
dens; Met 
" Sbttie thi 's WE 'rhay li the of i in ihe 
Sz /mbols of pArtich £ that may Be in- 
cent, and tri ® and good, but 7 hes, 
a mahy, that, fink: as really diabolical 
and unfrus :* Arid'he that ot be angle | 
| ced' by thofe godd' things, . to ” 
judgmiettt upon all, is itprudene EE 
unwiſe, an calily be indliced' to 
abfolve. th e Be moh perriicions doQrines : 
that were eyer verited bi atly Heretick 
ir the world. ..The old Maxim is per: 
titient. to. be conlidered here, and” ir 
| holdstruein this inftarice as ſtrongly 3 2s 
| inany others, to rehder a thing Fry 
good: there muſt he a concurtedtva a 6 
catiſes, when a failure in one 5: enough 
to retider 4 thing evil. 
H 2 And 
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faſtly maintain, and earneſtly contend 


for twenty great Truths, yet if: it take. - 
into its Symbols of. belief, one groſs 
Error, that plainly contradicts the de- 


e 


it upon : and we ought.not in that caſe 
toplead the many trutlis it maintains, 
for .in them it Symbolizeth , with - the 
Church, . and. holds them in_ common 
with it : But upon the other it ſepara- 


teth, and makes the Schiſm, and takes 


its denomination from, and therefore 
by thoſe cipectally is to be acquitted or 
condemned. ay 

s. The fifth Rule 1s, that we be care- 


ful ſtill that we have a right notion of _ 


holineſs, according 'to.-which we are 


to. judge, for if we miſtake here, and 


do not underſtand "rightly our | own 
Rule, we ſhall certainly, erre - in_our 


; Judgingby it. There are two things | 
that] intend in this ſuggeſtion. ' x. That ' 
we do truly underſtand in what things . 


8; | ho! 1- 


ſign of Religion, and eftabliſheth diſ- 
obedience and vice, in any one inſtance, 
itis a ſufficient warrant for us to reje&t 


hes 
way 


_ a EEE 


ihe 


F Holineſs and real goodneſs doth con- 
.- fiſt. '2. That. we' conſider all thoſe 
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things. 
1. That we do really underſtand in 


 - what things holineſs and thepraQtice of 
$ . goodneſs dorh conſiſt : For I obſerve- 


that many are very apt to miſtake here, 
and to.place holineſs in the practice of 
things, which BP little or nothing 
to the real purpoſes of it. '——— © 

It hath been an'Error as ancient as 
the Phariſees time, to Tithe Mint, and 
Annifſe, and Cummin, and'yet' neg- 
let the weightier things -of thi Law; 
as Juſtice, Mercy, and Faithfulneſs: 
And the Error hath 'been tranſcribed 


inall Ages ſince: For {d fome men have 


pr of Religion, and yet greatly neg- 
etive of the real: And others have 
choſen to'themſelves ſome' little eaſie 


things,” and laid 'great weight upon 


them, white the "more ſubſtantial and 
arduous' duties have ' been difregarded 
by them.; Subſtituted ſome- cheap tri- 
fing performances, 'in the place of real 

+ - - 
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mure look, or a diſtin 


or ſame little Shibaterh or.0 5 
pang in Mele preſent! a ch | 


AGES "and _ 
fed. from. ogy ppllutions of - PR | 


af 7 o .to enquire o ther 
ſons of vs of e's 1 enanen 1 Hoh 
eady top. plain, Men. £40.1N f ra- 
alc by yt, 40; and their C ERS 
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too, their. pride, and intereſt, 
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ute the great dy 
cheaper preronacy by 


| © ſciences, Jo-theym 
among men,. OL £0 
make er Lain £- g: ſho) 
mighty noiſe, when fairbfulng 
mercy; and trut! 3, .and WNMty 

* the other great inſtances of real s 
gs. $50 Pre (beret, 396. blery 


by Th. BE ---3 p - 
- i t_ i 


they make a ſhiftco gull 
{mJy 


D Sh S 6 Rs ; pe ” P 
DP EUROS WY En i IJDET OPS 0 9 EY he on abiots Ih Dae in I at CS AC 
2 ON lie 22 Wag Rn 54 © ES oe; WY 
” CO £ # 
© > 
Fs % 
_— J 0 
, . 
F % 


dg boaſt not themſelves fo before 
Men. 
+) Fhis therefore is a Rule that's migh- 
ks robe attended unto, elpe- 
B yan this Age, in which Phari iſai, 

is Hmuchrevived, and men's Reli 10N 
dwindled into appearances, and outlide, 
and fair ſhews, and mere Pagramtiry 
Sothat if we judge preſently here by 
d appearance, we ſhall go near 
to iden unrighteous judginont : But 
if we conſider that holineſs doth not 
conſiſt in theſe things, we ſhall gonear 

to preſerve 'our 'ſe elves from any over- 
valuing of them. © 

For 1n ſuch a caſe the truth rather i in- 
dines the other way, and whenever 
weſce- men mighty exaQt and critical 
in theſe little things, and eager conten- 
ders for them, and lacing' t holi- 
neſs in them, and diſtin d from 
their Brethren only by them : Ir is al. 
moſt a ſure ſign, that ſich men are 
either fools or knaves : Fools iti being 
cheated by the great enemy to take up 
m | little things, and —— about 

H 4 ; ar. 
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Does: 


.them, and in the mean time beidiver- Þ 


red from thoſe great things upon which 
Holineſs and-Salvation-do depend: :. Or 
| knavesin;being exatt in theſt, on-pur- #F 
pole to conceal- their - failure in the F 
other. ''Theſe times let us ſee, thatthis F 
is too. commonly the real caſe, youſhall . 
rarely or never ce, -but there 1s ſome  ' 
latent imperfeCtion, / where the paint 
and the 'outward dreſs.is ſo extremel: 
curious; for men never uſe {o _ 
art, -as.when they are;purpoſing to-de- 
ceive.-, \Sincerity .contents it ſelf with 
a very plain garb, while no curioſity 
and care is thought too much -for the 
Hypocrite: + by FF 10 

.. 2, Secondly, That ; we: conſider all 
theſe things-too :. For if we judge by - | 
{ome only,.we may erre'mightily here. 
too. -There;-are few men fo bad, as 
not. to beicareful in ſome. things, and 
to hope by-thoſe -to expiate their'difre- 
gard of others: And none but: thofe 
that have never converſed with men; 
can but know how uſual -it is ta have. 
men hope;-that one inſtance of w—_ 
FED | a 


- ther, an 


4 ſhalt com ſive for the want ofano- 
| dthat one good deed ſhall ex- 


JT - cuſe another ſin. For ſo he that is a 


3 dcdrunkard, can plead that he is juſt, 
3 andthe that is unjuſt 'can alledge his 
fearing of an oath, and while either of 
theſe can 'do' the one, they hope God 
will pardon them for being the other : 
This T take tobe one great reaſon why 
ſo many halt in duty, and content them- 
ſelves with a partial and imperfect obe- 
dience." 2, | 
 Andas'it is with fingle men, fo it is 
commonly with regate Sets: 
There'are'few of thefe' which are nat 
—__y zealous for' ſome good things, 
and by this hopeeither to conceal from 
men, i or obtain pardon ' from God, for 
their remiſneſs in others. So that we 
mulſtbe careful not to paſs a judgment 
only by ſome few things, but to confi- 
der whether this pompous zeal and care 
extend it ſelf equally to all both fins 
and duties; for' if it do not, it is far 
from being that zeal that is according 
to Godlineſs; for that is a regular 
| thing, 


#0.be conſidered ] us, and: by it we 
may go near £0 dilcgveralmoſi all diffe- 
rences of men that are. It is a thing 
well worth the notice of men, to-con- 
fider how the Catalogue: of fins is leſ- 
ſencd, and ftruck-up into a very little 
reom by-moſt of the Sets-among;us at 
this gday.: . who chongh they be great 
decliniersagainl che lin o the tune HRCS, 
_ AR ommonly apnore ow: 
and. Canals: Wm 

and, murther -'b Ros 

wheredor covetaulneſs ang ride; 

OA and Schiſm, ligohatitab enefs 
and .cenforiouſnefs,” and falſe axculing 
their Brethren;;. difobedience'to ſupe- 
riors, and blaſphemning dignities, and 
ſuch like; are connived at; not 'cenſu- 
red as lins, or. perhaps commended as 
maocent things. ; L- a moſt heartily 
*ynonrlep _ the former are Very hat- 
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Tr Se rocy gad an never £00 ch 
eclaimed {t in an age  yngi- 
- dent tothem : ut] know as well that 
: py others too are ſins as damaing as 
' jth ; and it argues but an ill fprit, 
imells very Taakly of bypocrly, to 
ut 1o much againſt the one, ny 
pre us and cherith and indulge the 


i WY it fares no better . with the Ca- 
= ralogue of duties, which is leflew oy 
lome men proportionahly to the of 
and the commandments reduced too at 
pegſive that do pr eſcribe them. It 
Yath Teen abjeQed to the ſhame of 
Papiſts, that they have quite GXPung- 
ed the Second Precept of the Firlt 
Tableout of the Decalogue, and divi- 
_ ded the Tenth tamake up the number : 
ane I think all Noe, men : DR juſt, 
Ca ef oondempt Ren or it: But upon 
the ſame reaſon that they arecondem:- 
nable, are thoſe too that —_ all the 
Six of the Second Table as ſome do, and- 
the Fifth, Ninth and Tenth. as almoſt / 
al 9, Siggcaly of ral that il US. 
It 
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-atly 7 4 the violation of the F 
doQrines about 'Government, and | 
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the Chaſſis and the Conclave have ex-" 
agreed in. the violation of the F- 


obedience to it : ButTthink it no great 
adventure to tell you, - that not 'only 
theſe men, but every other Faction of 
what denomination ſoever amongſt 
us do the ſame too. And if the old 
faying be true, that ex ungue leonem, 
we may perhaps conjecture who - 

hath had a hand in all theſe doQtrines, } 
and who doth indeed moſtly ſymbolize 
with br They or the Church of 
Ezzland, | that they ſo much cry out 
TERS mn. oc > 
-6., The Sixth and Laſt Rules, that 
we conſider holineſs not only in its im- 
mediate act and exerciſe, but take in 
alſo the helps and adyantages and en-_ 
cpuragements to it : For there are ma- 
ny ditterences about doQtrines that par- 


ticulatly reſpe&t theſe : And though 


they do not immediately concern” 
the exerciſe of- holineſs, .yet foraſmuch 
OE OE Rn nl We r _ 


Tr hath been long ſince obſerved how 


clearneſs of doing fo. 


pre”, axe In I 
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4 - as they relate to thoſe things whichre- 
$ late to that, exerciſe, and. are great 
$. helps'to it, therefore they are diſcer-. 


mible by this Rule. . Tits 

-. Thus (for inſtance) a doctrine that 
more lively repreſents the advantages 
of holineſs and a good life : that more 
ſolidly evinceth the neceſſity of at : 
that adds more excellent and endearing 
encouragements to purſue .it :. that 
more fully aſſures a man of Divingaid 
and afhſtance in his endeavours after 
it ; Ifay doQtrines that beſt doallor 
any of theſe things, have a good hgna- 
ture upon them, and bring wath tt 

a very great argument of their Divint- 
tyand Truth : And this is a very good 
reaſon upon which to/ prefer them be- 
fore others, that either wholly fail ro 


_ do theſe things, or at leaſt come far 


ſhort of the other for the 


ſolidneſs and 


The truths Sir, a very great many 
of doctrines about which men diſpute 
and differ ſo eagerly at this day, .may 
be decided clearly and. ſafely x _ 2 
oo” TE” . Hur 
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Rule: - pirtieulirly A fic eontrever; 


fles flared by the $o od” of Do#t, ani 
thoſe that depentl off tHeth :' Tr wilt 


no hard matter for 4 tin of a concen” | 


Fx apr to diſcovtr clearly, which | q 


eſe queſtions gives <eh 10 You: 


rl une of God'Almi Bork: 
as tb his Attributes ahd, dea is with, 


_ theſonsof meri ; which moſt maghitie” 


his love; | and grace, ahd goodiiefs to. 
his" Creatbres : which moſt clearly 
affert atid' recoticile his wiſdoiti,; and, 
holitieſs, and juſtice,” and .gbodneſ$ : 


which nioft hondurably EX plain and . 


ſtite rhe Divine re opy n the 
grextatts of redemption pet as 
he Son. of God: Mick moſt "eat. 


gently and" conſiſtently , explain” oth | 
Tithe! great” offices of t ie. holy” 3 e/ as": $5 


and' fortifie the hopes : of: the (Sts 'of 
men'ihet(detvouringafter Salvation by 


all theſe. _:- 
"Apain; which of h£ two doth mot 


ſolidly evincethe neceſfity of holineſs 


anda gogd life, and lay. IE ore: firm. 


and: aſſert SanorFoe, hn upo ch, 
to 
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© them. 
 Andbythismay all the Anrinomian 
| | Errors ( which I take to be but the 
{ Tenets of the old Gzofticks newly re- 
F vived) and all ſuch wild OPINIONS = 
& about Faith and Juſtification by it, 
© &c. be clearly diſcerned and judged 
F too: And to conclude, whatever do- 
$ Qrine fails in ſtating any of theſe 
things, whichare ſo very neceſſary to, 
encourage and help men in the way of 
goodneſs, may ſafely be rojelies as 
an iſſue from the: Spirit of Er- 
3 r0r. | 
© TI -conteat my-elf Sir, only-to-give 
F ſhort touches on all theſe Rules, and - 
to ſay only ſo much as may make the 
” rea- 


> bo 
A 17 "TS 


reaſonableneſs of attending: to. them, 
to appear.:. After which, everything, 
that might be added would appear'te-. 
. dious, and I think: it not good man- 

ners to be burthenſom to any. r 
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CHAP. X. 


4 Some {23 UW PE; "ram this CalleFion, 
EL particularly a V indication of the C hurch 
of England, which may challenge any 
Sect at. this day to  Joyy Hue PR this 
_ » Prancaple; 


j 


Aving now given all needful afſu- 
rance to this. Truth, and pre- 
F feribed the right and ſafe manage- 
ment of it : I ſhall proceed to make an 
. inference, or two from it, before I put 
a - to this Diſcourſe. | 


| . . 1. Thatit is very poſſible by attend- 
: ing to this Rule, to put a ſpeedy end 
-F andifſue to all diſputes that are in the 
.F Chriſtian world; Andl am = 
i _ 
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ded, there are no Rules we can pro- |} 
ceed by, ſo probable to do this with Þ] 
effef, as this is: Nor any thing by 4 
which private Chriftians might ſo ſuc- Þ. 
ceſsfully ſecure themſelves from all | 
'= mortal Errors as by attending to 
this. And if the diſputing men of the }. 
Age proceeded by this meaſure, and 5 
- ſtudied as much to expoſe the wick- 1 
edneſs, as to diſplay the falſhood of ? 
Opinions, their labour would be leſs, F 
and their ſucceſs more : Men may ſoon- | 
er diſcern good from evil, than true! 
from falſe : A little meaſure of knows 
ledge and honeſty, will enable men tg 
do the firſt, but it requires a quick 
judgment ſometimes to do the ſecond 
for falſhood wears the mantle of truth, F 
and many times it is noeaſie thing to 
diſcover the Impoſtor : And _— | 
ſing men honeſt, they are more effectu- 
ally convinced by the wickedneſs of an; 
A . Opinion, than by any arguments of its 
{4 untruth: For they do not know butÞ# 
 __ men may impoſe upon them in rheſeF 
but they can judge themſelves in the} 
Leer. > * And 
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7  AndI ſhouldthink theſe two things 
| wereenough to recommend this way 
|. of determining controverſies to the 
1  Scribes: and the Diſputers of this 
4 world: Since it would reducethe con- 
7 troverſies to a narrow compaſs, and 
{ men would more effeQtually be con- 
1- cluded by a ſolid determination. upon. 
&. that iſſue: and conſequently by this *' 
” _ they would ſooner be end- 
F a. | 


| x. For firſt, there are few people 
Mo impudent, and paſt ſhame, as to 
tplead openly for Baa/; and contend 
ior doctrines that every one ſees to be 
F introduQtive of wickedneſs: Impo- 
F #tors' generally. take another courſe, 
and gild their Pills, and wrap their 
poiſons in ſweet and gay appearances ; 
and let the Opinions they would pro- 
| mote be never ſo pernicious, yet they 
4 arealways managed with mighty pre- 
F-tences of zeal and piety; and by this 
4 they hope to prevail more, than by 
4 all their ſubtil Arguments and fine. 
C T 2 Diſpu- - © 
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F no. Piety the Peſt Rule 


1 ſputings ; ; -and (indeed. they. do' {a,.. | 
and imple honeſt people are eaſily en- 
trapped by them, who have not time» 
or $kill, or both, to ſearch into. the' 
bottom of all theis doarines : © So that: 2 
to encounter with , them upon this} F* 
were to rob them of-that in- which: Þ 
their ſtrength moſtly lieth, it were to» | 
fuit the Antidote 'to the Poiſon, and: } 
fo diſarm 'Hereſie of that weapon by. ] 
which. it doth the moſt miſchief ; 

were to uncaſe the Wolf, and ew 
what really he 3s, which would 'more F 
af/ect men: with' horror and hatred of '# 
him, - than ten thouſand - fine diſcourſes 
about him would be able to do. s 


2. For ſecondly, bleſſed be God, 
men (eſpeciall Vie pretend Religi- 
on ) are not ſo fo far debauched, butthat: ] 
they retain a veneration for: piety and: 
goodneſs, and a ſecret abhorrence: of: þ 
{ſin and profaneneſs : Many that live: 
in the one, yet condemn themſfelves:# 
in it, and moſt men though -.far 'from:F : 
being good Ie, yet- have a ſe-:: 

cret : 
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And therefore when Errors are truly 


1 diſcovered, and the impiety of them 


made known, then the Net is ſpread 


4. in the. fight of the Bird, and men are 
"7 arm'd againſt- the fine pleas, and the 


enchanting pretences for them, and 
__ hardly proſelyted into a belief of 


£t. _ And thirdly, 'when the diſputes 
are brought to this-iſſue,. and the con- 
teſt is upon' it, and/ nothing left to de- 


"Y termine, but which doQrine tends to 


Þ make men holy, and which doth not 


F f:- thenthe judgment and the derer- 


F minatjonis moreeaſily made : For ( as 


I hifted before )-the lines of duty are 
plain, and not ſo ſubject to thoſe va- 
rieties of miſtakes that other things 


are :'Almoſt all' practical: things are - 
plain, and eaſily underſtood, unleſs it 


EY] bein ſome rare caſes: And for the 


{ moſt patt diſputes and queſtions about 
them, do.:more perplex and intangle, 
than they do unfold and explain them : 

whe =] About 
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About theſe every honeſt man is ina |] 
=o meaſure able to inſtruct himſelf, - 
uppoſing him to have any competent | 
knowledge, and better able to judge, 
than he is of queſtions that are curt- |] 
oully managed, with great skill and Þ. 
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art on both ſides. 


Pe And fourthly, for Controverſies | 
and Diſputes that no way concerned | 


holineſs, or related to it, men would 


ſoon perceive them to be impertinent 
and needleſs, and the purſuing of them | 
to miniſter only to FaQtion and Vani- 


ty : and {o would contern themſelves 


neither one way or other about them ; | ; 
bur let them fall to the ground, with } 


as little notice taken of them, as there 
was reaſon to ſtart them." 


2. But the great deſign of theſe Pa- 


pa and therefore the chief Inference 
1 


. I tend from this SubjeR, is for the | 
Vindication of the Church of Eng(onh | 
el- 


and of the Reformed Religion prof: 


 fedby it. To this Rule it may moſt. 


ſafely 
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| «contending S 
4 any tobe > Tand that Joth excecd, or 
- "equal her for conformity to this Rule, 


am 7 TT w 7 


XY. "he? 
ae, wy not t fear to betried 

nd as Biſhop Snderſon ſaith, 
4G rod that arſwereth by Fire let him be 


God,” Tfamongſt all competitions and 
offs among us, there be 


they ſhall readily have the right hand 
of fellowſhip, and due precedence 
yielded to them : And 1 challenge any 
of them all to joyn iſſue with her upon 
this principle. And certainly Nis is is a. 
very fair offer, ſince all the Scparnonhs 


1 amongſt us have been commenced 
|; on this pretence: They have firit. 


parated from her, and then from each 
other, upon pretences of impurity in 
her Communion, and in queſt of grea- 
ter purity ſtill. 


If a man therefore offer to make | 

good theſe two things : 
wal "That there is no reaſon at all for 
ration ; ror this account ; nor 
nh to obje& unholineſs and im- 
purity againſt. Fe "Let her Articles 
. "'M oo * -- -=_ 


fo- 
ry 
to 
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| #o holines in ſome inftatiee 'of | 


3 . © He, I fay, that offers to make good 
TJ Hoththeſe things, 'as he will doa good 
7 Aſervice to the Church, ſo. he wilt do 
 thatwhich may juſtly ſhame and re- 
proach the ſeveral contending Fattions 
that have ſo unjuſtly and unreaſonably 
ſeparated from her: Now theſe are 
truths which no-man need' fear under- 
taking to 'make' good, and perhaps a 
ſpecimen 'of them may ' ere long ap- 
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In the mean time T think it mine 
own, and intimate it as the duty of 
others too, to bleſs God, and give hirtr 
our heartieſt- praiſe, that hath cauſed 
us'to be brought up in ſuch a Church 
whoſe Faith is truly Chriſtian and 
Primitive, and that Faith whichis ac- 
cording to Godlineſs, whoſe Worſhip 
is truly Pious, and Grave, and Seri- 
ous as ſuch ſhould be : All whoſe Do- 
Qrines'and Articles, whoſe co 

AN 


FP 


and Ceremonies. are truly adap 
promote the ſame amongſt all her Vo- |} 
taries: And if Salvation be to be had +. } 
in Communion with any Church in: Þ 


the World, I am ſure it 1s in ſuch an 
One. 


Andtothis to add a ſerious reſolu-  } 
tien to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the ſame, 


and not permit our ſelves, like fools 
and children to be turned to and fro 
with every {light of doQtrine, by cun- 
ning and ligning men : whoſe Inte- 
reſt or whoſe Paſhon, and ſome pitiful 


Jow deſign oblige them to defame and 
deſtroy her, and to make Factions and - 


Rents in her, as the moſt certain me- 


thods unto both. - : 


And (to conclude this Inference ) 
when we are importuned and fſolici- 
ted by any of theſe, and take ___ us 
to judge of the Dotctrines offer'd to us, 
let us not ſo much conſider the fine 

leas that ſubtil men make for them, 
but bring them to this touchſtone, and 
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try Ns honeſtly an ms by 
| nnd, we ſhall fon ſatisfie our ſe th 


and find enough to preſerve us againſt 


3 theinfeftion of them, and as S. __ 
T Hfaith, Hereby know the Spirit of T ruth 
|  axd the Spirit of Error. 
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e Concluſion 7 = 


ND now Sir, I have finiſhed 
that trouble which T intend to . 
on at this time, I am very ſen- 

"that beſides the-imperfeCtions ar- 1 
= what I have done, there are 4 
We. fwoor three things greatly wanting to 
- - complete this deſign, and worthy of-a 
'arger conſideration, being but only 


Dy tly touched in theſe Papers, 


vs. 


'3. To- Vindicate'all the Articles i in 4 
"« Chriſtian Faith by this Rule, and F 
© ſhew the irons en of eachto the 1 
ox purpoſe of Holineſs. 4 


2. Secondly, To joyn iſſue with } 
andthe. conſiderable Sets 'Þ / 
2 — and; Opinions that difturb the peace of 
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TiTpare to ther» «And Tam will 
"ro ſee how you reſent this-that 

þ Goes before Iburthen you with 
- But tg-letyou ſee how wholly Fark 
[your command provided you emit 
"me tomy own. tim6:(us Tam. ſure yo 
| vill) I promal@to Yourn-theſe what 
{ youthin fitto Eq tire of me: Being 
, extremely d Gros? 1n every thing ſo to 
pon mr. Je f, ,uavmay ſectre-me the. - 


; Feputation an ds ing o - 2 
+ ; | Lap me lSmbB Servants 


4 | wy 4 


b v 
vP 


Log 


"2. 


be 
* 
% 
, 


_ 


# 


